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     FOSTERING OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS POLICY 

 
 
DOCUMENT NO: 
A4699195 
 

1.1 Objectives: The objective of this policy is to provide direction of the circumstances 
and conditions under which Council will allow the fostering of domestic animals 
(principally cats and dogs) by members of the public on behalf of welfare agencies within 
the Ipswich City Council area. 
 

 
1.2 Regulatory Authority:   

 Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 2008; 

 Ipswich Planning Scheme; 

 Local Law No. 4 (Permits) 2013; and  

 Local Law No. 6 (Animal Management) 2013.  
 
 
1.3 Policy Statement:  Council is supportive of the fostering of animals by residents, 
although recognises the need for a balance between protecting the amenity of our 
communities and the needs of welfare organisations to have animals in foster care. 
 
Foster carers must operate within Council’s local laws, ensuring the animals being kept 
within the ‘as of right’ numbers defined within Schedule 2, of Ipswich City Council’s 
Subordinate Local Law No. 6.1 (Animal Management) 2013. 
 
The table below provides some further information: 
 

Land size ‘As of right’ total animals 
(combination of either foster or 
pet) 

Number of animals when permit is 
required 

< 2,000m2 2 > 2 

> 2,000m2 4 > 4  

 
The fostering of animals in excess of the ‘as of right’ allowable numbers will require a 
permit approval to be obtained. The permit required in these cases, is a commercial 
kennel licence, as it is the only permit that allows for animals to be swapped/transferred. 
A domestic animal permit would require the applicant to reapply every time an animal is 
swapped/transferred and as a result, is unsuitable for foster carers.  
 
All dogs will require registration with Council, as per the requirements outlined in the 
Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 2008. 
 
Managing any alleged nuisances caused by foster animals will be undertaken in 
accordance with existing practices, with compliance action only taken when a nuisance is 
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proven. 
 
The Chief Operating Officer (Health, Security and Regulatory Services) may decide to 
waive or reduce fees for a foster care licence/permit where the applicant can meet the 
obligations of this policy and any licence/permit conditions. 
 
1.4 Scope: This policy provides a consistent approach to the management of foster carers 
and the animals they care for on behalf of animal welfare organisations This policy does 
not apply to members of the public who are not associated with animal welfare agencies. 
 
 
1.5 Definitions:  
 
As of right means the number of animals that can be kept on a property before a permit is 
required. Currently defined within Ipswich City Council’s Subordinate Local Law No. 6.1 
(Animal Management) 2013, Schedule 2. 
 
Foster means providing temporary care for an animal which requires shelter, nourishment 
and/or treatment due to age and/or illness.  
 
Foster Carer means a person who will 'foster' animals in their private home on behalf of a 
'animal welfare agency' and is endorsed by an Animal Welfare Agency. 
 
 
1.6 Policy Author: Chief Operating Officer – Health Security and Regulatory Services 
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