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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE AGENDA 
10 minutes after the conclusion of the Economic and Industry 

Development Committee on Thursday, 11 March 2021 
Council Chambers 

 

Item No. Item Title Page No. 

 Declarations of Interest  

 Business Outstanding  

 Confirmation of Minutes  

1 Report - Environment and Sustainability Committee No. 2021(01) 
of 11 February 2021 

7 

 Officers’ Reports  

2 Proposal for Resilient Rivers Bremer River Catchment Officer 
Hosted as a Partnership between Scenic Rim and Ipswich City 
Council 

10 

3 **Assessment of 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park for Enviroplan 
Acquisition 

50 

4 Cherish the Environment Foundation 54 

 Notices of Motion  

 Matters Arising  

** Item includes confidential papers 
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 2 
 

11 MARCH 2021 
 

AGENDA 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 
 

 
BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 

 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

1. REPORT - ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 2021(01) OF 
11 FEBRUARY 2021 

This is the report of the Environment and Sustainability Committee 
No. 2021(01) of 11 February 2021. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 February 2021 be received and noted. 

 

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

 

2. PROPOSAL FOR RESILIENT RIVERS BREMER RIVER CATCHMENT OFFICER HOSTED AS 
A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN SCENIC RIM AND IPSWICH CITY COUNCIL 

This is a report concerning a formal partnership with Scenic Rim Regional Council 
and the South East Queensland Council of Mayors CoMSEQ through the Resilient 
Rivers Initiative (RRI), to financially support the establishment of a Bremer River 
Catchment Management Officer role.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 

A. That Council provide financial support of $30,000 for the establishment of the 
Bremer River Catchment Management Officer role in partnership with Scenic Rim 
Regional Council.  

B. That Council enter into a partnership agreement with Scenic Rim Regional Council 
and South East Queensland Council of Mayors (CoMSEQ), outlining the terms and 
desired outcomes of the funding arrangement.   
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3. **ASSESSMENT OF 12-26 EUGENE STREET, BELLBIRD PARK FOR ENVIROPLAN 
ACQUISITION 

This is a report concerning a desktop assessment of 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird 
Park (Lots 901 & 902 RP909175) for consideration of acquisition under the Ipswich 
Enviroplan Program & Levy Policy and Ipswich Enviroplan Program & Levy 
Procedure.   

Recognising the intent of the Enviroplan Program and Levy, Council takes a 
strategic, priority based and financially prudent approach when it comes to 
considering land for acquisition as part of this program. 

It is acknowledged that 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park contains a number of 
natural and ecological values, and has a value to the local community.  However, it 
is recommended that purchasing 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park through the 
Ipswich Enviroplan Levy does not represent a strategically sound investment and as 
such, Council should not pursue further assessment to secure the property through 
this mechanism. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council not pursue the acquisition of the property identified as 12-26 Eugene 
Street, Bellbird Park through Enviroplan Levy based upon findings of an initial 
desktop assessment and an independent kerbside evaluation of the land; instead 
the protection or acquisition of land adjacent to Woogaroo creek will be considered 
under the planning process as part of any future development proposal. 

 

4. CHERISH THE ENVIRONMENT FOUNDATION 

This is a report concerning Council’s future involvement and membership of Cherish 
the Environment Foundation Limited. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

A. That Council develop an exit strategy from Cherish the Environment Foundation 
Limited, and that the exit strategy be developed in partnership with the Cherish the 
Environment Foundation Directors. 
 

B. That Council source the required legal and governance advice to develop the exit 
strategy and to provide guidance to Council and Cherish the Environment 
Foundation through the transition phase. 

 

 
NOTICES OF MOTION 
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 2021(01) 

 
11 FEBRUARY 2021 

 
MINUTES 

COUNCILLORS’ ATTENDANCE: Councillor Russell Milligan (Chairperson); Mayor Teresa 
Harding, Councillors Andrew Fechner, Jacob Madsen and 
Kate Kunzelmann  

COUNCILLOR’S APOLOGIES: Nil  

OFFICERS’ ATTENDANCE: Chief Executive Officer (David Farmer), Acting General 
Manager Infrastructure and Environment (Sean Madigan), 
General Manager Community, Cultural and Economic 
Development (Ben Pole), Manager, Economic and 
Community Development (Cat Matson), Natural 
Environment and Land Manager (Phil A Smith), Media and 
Communications Manager (Darrell Giles) and Theatre 
Technician (Harrison Cate) 

OTHER ATTENDANCE: Advisor to the Minister (Steve Greenwood) 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 
 

Nil 
 

BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 
 

Nil 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

1. REPORT - ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 2020(05) OF 
3 DECEMBER 2020 

This is the report of the Environment and Sustainability Committee No. 2020(05) of 
3 December 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Mayor Teresa Harding: 
Seconded by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 

That the report of the Environment and Sustainability Committee No. 2020(05) of 
3 December 2020 be received and noted.  

 



ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
MEETING AGENDA 

11 MARCH 
2021 

 

Page 8 of 57 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 

 
OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

2. QUEENSLAND FIRE AND BIODIVERSITY CONSORTIUM ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 

This is a report concerning the ongoing annual financial contribution to, and 
partnership with, the Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium (QFBC) 
(Previously South East Queensland Fire and Biodiversity Consortium (SEQFBC)), for 
the 2020-2021 financial year. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Kate Kunzelmann: 
Seconded by Mayor Teresa Harding: 

That Council resolve to provide a financial contribution of $7,874 (excl. GST), as 
detailed in the partnership letter from the Queensland Fire and Biodiversity 
Consortium outlined in Attachment 1, to be funded through the 2020-2021 
Enviroplan budget. 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 

 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
Nil 

 
MATTERS ARISING 

 
Nil 
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PROCEDURAL MOTIONS AND FORMAL MATTERS 

The meeting commenced at 11.41 am. 

The meeting closed at 11.45 am. 
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Doc ID No: A6745996 

  

ITEM: 2 

SUBJECT: PROPOSAL FOR RESILIENT RIVERS BREMER RIVER CATCHMENT OFFICER 
HOSTED AS A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN SCENIC RIM AND IPSWICH CITY COUNCIL 

AUTHOR: NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

DATE: 25 JANUARY 2021 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning a formal partnership with Scenic Rim Regional Council and the 
South East Queensland Council of Mayors CoMSEQ through the Resilient Rivers Initiative 
(RRI), to financially support the establishment of a Bremer River Catchment Management 
Officer role.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. That Council provide financial support of $30,000 for the establishment of the 
Bremer River Catchment Management Officer role in partnership with Scenic Rim 
Regional Council.  

B. That Council enter into a partnership agreement with Scenic Rim Regional Council 
and South East Queensland Council of Mayors (CoMSEQ), outlining the terms and 
desired outcomes of the funding arrangement.   

RELATED PARTIES 

There are no conflicts of interest or perceived conflicts in relation to this report.  

ADVANCE IPSWICH THEME 

Caring for the environment 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

The Resilient Rivers Initiative (RRI) was developed by CoMSEQ in response to the large scale 
environmental and water quality impacts of the 2011, 2013 and 2015 flood events.  These 
events saw extensive damage to local rivers and waterways, loss of productive agriculture 
land, and sediment impacts to the main water supply for Brisbane, Ipswich and surrounds.   

Under the Resilient Rivers Initiative (RRI), a number of Catchment Action Plans (CAPs) were 
developed across South East Queensland, including the Bremer River CAP (Attachment 1).  
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The objective of the CAP is to facilitate whole of the catchment planning; collaborative 
working arrangements; list strategic projects and programs; and ultimately to protect and 
improve waterway stability and resilience in the Bremer River Catchment.  Many of the 
catchments in South East Queensland, including the Bremer River, cross multiple local 
authority boundaries and as such require whole of catchment management collaboration 
and partnerships.   

A priority action within the Bremer River CAP is the establishment of a Bremer River 
Catchment Management Officer. 

FUNDING FOR A CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT OFFICER 

Funding for the Bremer River Catchment Management officer is proposed to be funded 
across the two partner councils and through the Resilient Rivers Initiative.  Similar 
Catchment Management Offices are operating in this way, such as the Logan and Albert 
catchment officer (Logan City and Scenic Rim Regional Council) with great success.   

The proposed contribution for Ipswich City Council is: 

 $30,000 to cover operational costs (approx. 30% of total FTE costs), and  

 desk space and computer / ICT access for one to two days per week for an officer   

The position will in turn look to deliver a further $75,000 worth of improvements within the 
Bremer River Catchment using funding committed under the RRI.  There is also opportunity 
for the officer to seek additional funding through external grants leveraged against the core 
RRI funding.   

The officer will play a part in strategically aligning communications, planning and projects 
within the catchment to allow for cooperative and effective collaboration and to encourage 
and facilitate knowledge sharing through a network of government and community 
organisations and stakeholders. 

Should this position and proposal be supported a specific partnership contract or 
Memorandum of Understanding will be developed between the parties to stipulate the 
terms and outcomes of the partnership. 

The position description is provided in Attachment 2. 

LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Local Government Regulation 2012 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Council endorsed the Bremer River Catchment Action Plan in 2018 and actions within the 
document include the development of a catchment wide partnership and a project 
management role to manage project delivery. 
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Council’s recently adopted Waterway Health Strategy looks at ways and means to protect 
and enhance its major catchments including the Bremer River as a strategic priority.  The 
Ipswich local government area covers approx. one third (1/3) of the catchment area and as 
such in order to assist and improve the management of the majority of the catchment area 
strong partnerships and innovative working arrangements are required.  In not perusing this 
partnership Council will potential miss out on the management and implementation of 
$75,000 of improvement funds this year as well as the chance to foster and improve 
relationships across the catchment with land owners, Scenic Rim Regional Council and 
CoMSEQ. 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

$30,000 of budgeted funding (Waterway funding in the Natural Areas and Land 
Management budget) is proposed to be contributed to the partnership via Scenic Rim 
Regional Council to be used as a contribution towards the wages and on costs for the 
Catchment Management Officer role.  This funding can be found via savings within the 
operational budget. 

CoMSEQ has committed a total of $190,000 for the Bremer River Catchment Action Plan to 
Scenic Rim Regional Council.  This funding is to be split between funding the employment of 
the Catchment Management Officer, support of planning and projects, and a stipulation that 
$75,000 to be expended on on-ground improvement works within the Bremer River 
Catchment. 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

The development of the Bremer River Catchment Action Plan, which will guide this process 
and the projects to be delivered, was compiled collaboratively through a series of 3 
workshops where active input was received from Ipswich City Council, Scenic Rim Regional 
Council, CoMSEQ, and multiple community stakeholders including the Bremer Catchment 
Association, the Bremer River Network, West Moreton Land Care, Boonah Land Care, and 
Native Plants Queensland. 

State Government through the Department of Environment and Science also provided input 
through the workshop process and subsequently commenting on drafts of the plan. 

The position description for the Catchment Management Officer was drafted jointly 
between officers from Scenic Rim Regional Council and Ipswich City Council and approved by 
Officers representing CoMSEQ. 

CONCLUSION 

An opportunity has been presented to Council to partner with Scenic Rim Regional Council in 
the delivery of the Bremer River Catchment Action Plan through the joint recruitment of a 
Catchment Management Officer. 

Council’s proposed contribution to this partnership is $30,000 plus in-kind support through 
the provision of a desk and office space for up to 2 days a week for 12 months from the 
recruitment into the position. 
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The contribution will go to Scenic Rim Regional Council who will administer the wages of 
Catchment Management Officer.  The officer will work across the entire Bremer Catchment 
to implement, oversee and facilitate catchment and waterway improvement projects in line 
with the Bremer River Catchment Action Plan and the Council of Mayors Resilient Rivers 
Initiative.    

The Resilient Rivers Initiative through the Council of Mayors has already committed 
$190,000 to the Bremer Catchment to support the development and recruitment into this 
role and the delivery of waterway and catchment improvement projects managed by that 
officer. 

ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Bremer River Catchment Action Management Plan 2018 ⇩  
2. Position Description - Bremer Catchment Management Officer Position 

Description ⇩  

  
Phil Smith 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Kaye Cavanagh 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Sean Madigan 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER - INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
  

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 

ESC_20210311_AGN_2845_AT_files/ESC_20210311_AGN_2845_AT_Attachment_11566_1.PDF
ESC_20210311_AGN_2845_AT_files/ESC_20210311_AGN_2845_AT_Attachment_11566_2.PDF
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ITEM: 3 

SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT OF 12-26 EUGENE STREET, BELLBIRD PARK FOR ENVIROPLAN 
ACQUISITION 

AUTHOR: PLANNING OFFICER (BIODIVERSITY) 

DATE: 19 JANUARY 2021 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning a desktop assessment of 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park (Lots 
901 & 902 RP909175) for consideration of acquisition under the Ipswich Enviroplan Program 
& Levy Policy and Ipswich Enviroplan Program & Levy Procedure.   

Recognising the intent of the Enviroplan Program and Levy, Council takes a strategic, priority 
based and financially prudent approach when it comes to considering land for acquisition as 
part of this program. 

It is acknowledged that 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park contains a number of natural and 
ecological values, and has a value to the local community.  However, it is recommended that 
purchasing 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park through the Ipswich Enviroplan Levy does not 
represent a strategically sound investment and as such, Council should not pursue further 
assessment to secure the property through this mechanism. 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council not pursue the acquisition of the property identified as 12-26 Eugene 
Street, Bellbird Park through Enviroplan Levy based upon findings of an initial 
desktop assessment and an independent kerbside evaluation of the land; instead 
the protection or acquisition of land adjacent to Woogaroo creek will be 
considered under the planning process as part of any future development 
proposal. 

RELATED PARTIES 

There was no declaration of conflicts of interest 

ADVANCE IPSWICH THEME 

Caring for the environment 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

This report is in response to a request received from representatives of the Bellbird Park 
Preservation Group, for Council to investigate voluntary acquisition of the property at 
12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park (Confidential Attachment 1).  

The Ipswich Enviroplan Program & Levy Policy outlines Council’s position with respect to the 
use of levy funds to acquire land. When considering acquisition the purpose must be to 
‘protect and enhance the environmental values and ecological processes’.   

The supporting Ipswich Enviroplan Program & Levy Procedure explains the broad use of levy 
funds to carry out acquisition.  The procedure states that funding can be used towards the 
purchase of ‘strategic land that contains environmental values that are consistent with the 
Ipswich Enviroplan Land Acquisition Forward Plan/Portfolio and which provide a range of 
other corporate and strategic outcomes’.  

At the time of this assessment, the portfolio is in a state of review and redevelopment. With 
this in mind, the priority locations identified in the adopted Enviroplan Capital Investment 
Strategy 2017-2022 provided key direction.  These locations are identified as providing:  

 Protection of large intact areas  

 Protection of sites with exceptional biodiversity values  

 Contribution to improving regional connectivity 

 Buffering of current natural areas  

The assessment of 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park against the key purpose of the policy 
and subsequent criteria is detailed in (Confidential Attachment 2).    

Council’s current Local Government Infrastructure Plan (LGIP) identifies land adjacent to the 
tributary of Woogaroo Creek as future Citywide Linear Park (LGIP ID 1155).  Should the 
current or future landowners choose to pursue a development proposal over the subject site 
that complies with the Ipswich Planning Scheme (I.e. Residential Subdivision with suitable lot 
sizes that have regard to the site specific constraints), Council will have an opportunity to 
condition the dedication of land adjacent to the tributary of Woogaroo Creek, at which point 
the landowner may be entitled to offsets for the dedicated land against infrastructure 
charges that would ordinarily be collected by Council when the residential lots are 
created.  In other words, the acquisition of the land and possible embellishments would be 
funded through developer driven infrastructure charges and not by the ratepayers of 
Ipswich.     
 
Whilst the area of land to be dedicated to Council as Citywide Linear Park is not known at 
this time, it is generally established having regard to the flood extent on the site which 
would be determined at the time of assessing a development application for the site.   
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LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Ipswich Enviroplan Program & Levy Policy 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

There is considerable risk with the financial investment required to acquire 12-26 Eugene 
Street, Bellbird Park should Council wish to do so.  A kerbside (restricted) property valuation 
assessment has been completed (Confidential Attachment 3).  This valuation has been 
considered in comparison to a recent Enviroplan acquisition at Woolshed, demonstrating a 
significant variance in the cost per hectare to the community for acquiring urban 
developable land for conservation outcomes. 

If this acquisition is progressed it would substantially reduce the ability for Council to pursue 
future acquisitions within identified strategic priority areas, such as securing a link between 
White Rock - Spring Mountain and Flinders-Goolman Conservation Estates.   

In addition, urban bushland reserves require greater levels of ongoing maintenance 
investment to preserve and enhance the ecological values present, compared to those 
located in rural landscapes. With over 60 adjoining separate parcels of land backing on to 
this property, it would require relatively more investment to maintain reduced fire fuel risks 
and the spread of pest plants and animals as well as other associated urban pressures. 

Other mechanisms to preserve the high value areas such as future planning zones and 
development conditions would offer better community value as the cost to Council would be 
minimised and would ultimately result in Council receiving the higher value protected areas 
of the site as contributed assets as part of any future development.    

As outlined in the Assessment Report (Confidential Attachment 2), there would be 
considerable financial implications associated with acquiring the properties.  

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

During the period that the assessment was on-hold, there were on-going communications 
between representatives from the Bellbird Park Preservation Group, council officers, and 
Division 2 Councillors.   

The Bellbird Park Preservation Group have been in regular contact to track the progress of 
the assessment. 

As part of the assessment process, Council officers from Infrastructure and Environment, 
Planning and Regulatory Services, and Corporate Services (Legal) have been consulted where 
relevant to inform the drafting of this report.   
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CONCLUSION 

Following a request received from the Bellbird Park Preservation Group, Council has 
undertaken a desktop assessment on the potential natural and ecological values of 
12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park.   As part of the assessment, an independent market 
valuation was conducted by a registered professional valuer to provide a kerbside restricted 
assessment.   

The investment of acquiring this property would require a significant draw-down of funds 
from Enviroplan, and notably put at risk any future strategically aligned acquisitions such as 
protecting large intact conservation areas or sites with exceptional values, or creating 
corridor linkages between core conservation estates. 

It is recommended that purchasing 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park through the Ipswich 
Enviroplan Levy does not represent value or a strategically sound investment of Enviroplan 
funds, and as such Council should not pursue further assessment or process to secure this 
property through this funding.   As this property is zoned for urban development, there are 
other mechanism by which areas of ecological value may be protected. 

ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

 CONFIDENTIAL 
1. Enviroplan Acquisition Request - Bellbird Park Preservation Group   
2. Initial Assessment of 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park under the Ipswich 

Enviroplan Program and Levy Policy   
3. Property Valuation - Kerbside Restricted Assessment   

  
Tim Shields 
PLANNING OFFICER (BIODIVERSITY) 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Phil A. Smith 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Kaye Cavanagh 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Sean Madigan 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER - INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
  
 
 
 

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 
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ITEM: 4 

SUBJECT: CHERISH THE ENVIRONMENT FOUNDATION 

AUTHOR: MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

DATE: 2 FEBRUARY 2021 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning Council’s future involvement and membership of Cherish the 
Environment Foundation Limited. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. That Council develop an exit strategy from Cherish the Environment Foundation 
Limited, and that the exit strategy be developed in partnership with the Cherish 
the Environment Foundation Directors. 
 

B. That Council source the required legal and governance advice to develop the exit 
strategy and to provide guidance to Council and Cherish the Environment 
Foundation through the transition phase. 

RELATED PARTIES 

Cherish the Environment Foundation Directors 

 Steve Rafter 

 Shane O’Kane 

 Cr Andrew Fechner 

 Jeffrey Keech 

Cherish the Environment Foundation Secretary 

 Bryce Hines 

ADVANCE IPSWICH THEME 

Caring for the environment 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 
 
In 2008, the Mayor of Ipswich City announced the launch of Cherish the Environment, a new 
and innovative initiative formed in partnership with Patrick Rafter’s Cherish the Children 
Foundation.   Cherish the Environment Foundation (CTEF/Cherish) was created to provide a 
vehicle for community engagement and collaboration in projects that are of benefit to 
Ipswich’s natural environment. 
 
The principle objectives of Cherish are: 

 the protection and enhancement of the natural environment; and 

 the provision of information or education, or the carrying on of research, about the 
natural environment 

 
Under its constitution, Cherish seeks to pursue its objectives within Ipswich LGA through 
acquiring, managing and protecting biodiversity and bushland; working towards decreasing 
waste generation and increasing recycling; improving water quality; increasing local food 
production; minimising the impacts of carbon emissions; and, promoting environmental 
education. 
 
Ipswich City Council is listed as the ‘founding member’ in the constitution. 

In February 2021, Council received a letter from Cherish the Environment Foundation 
Director Shane O’Kane seeking direction from Council on its future involvement and 
membership of Cherish and how best to finalise transitional arrangements. 

PROPOSAL 

Council recognises the valuable contribution Cherish has made to the natural environment 
of Ipswich, primarily through the acquisition and rehabilitation of natural bushland, and the 
planting of thousands of koala fodder and habitat trees through environmental offsets.  
These offset plantings and offset management areas are now protected under the 
Vegetation Management Act 1999 through Voluntary Declarations. 

Since the launch of Cherish, there have been changes made to environmental offsets 
legislation and policies at both the Commonwealth and State Government levels.  Council is 
also in the process of developing a local environmental offsets policy for consideration under 
the Ipswich Planning Scheme review.   

As such, it is proposed that Council considers an exit strategy from Cherish.  The exit strategy 
will be developed in partnership with the Cherish the Environment Foundation Directors, 
and with the appropriate legal and governance advice to support Council and Cherish 
through this transition phase.  

LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Local Government Act 2009 
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

As the founding member, Council has been involved with Cherish the Environment 
Foundation since its inception and launch in 2008.  Over this period, Council has contributed 
funds annually based on $1 per rateable property per year from the Enviroplan levy 
(excluding 2019-2020 & 2020-2021, and the first year of Cherish), and provided various 
levels of support including: project management and financial reporting. 

There is an identified risk for Council to demonstrate that this contribution has resulted in an 
additional conservation outcome for the City of Ipswich.  This can be demonstrated through 
the additional bushland and koala habitat that has been re-instated or rehabilitated by 
Cherish through environmental offsets within the Ipswich LGA.  Environmental offsets that 
have been delivered by Cherish are protected under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 
through Voluntary Declarations. 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

 Council currently provides support to Cherish via financial reporting to the Queensland 
Audit Office as a controlled entity. 

 Council has 2 Directors on the board, being Jeffrey Keech (Chief Financial Officer) and Cr 
Andrew Fechner (Division 3 Councillor). 

 Council has previously committed to paying an annual contribution to Cherish based on 
$1 per rateable property per year.  Whilst budgeted, this contribution was not paid in 
2019-2020 or 2020-2021 (to date).  
 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

Consultation for this report has been undertaken with key Council stakeholders only.  

CONCLUSION 

Since inception in 2008, Cherish the Environment Foundation has contributed towards 
improved conservation and biodiversity outcomes within the Ipswich LGA.  These outcomes 
have primarily been achieved through environmental offsets for koala habitat.   
Over this period, environmental offsets legislation has evolved and Council is in the process 
of developing a local environmental offsets policy to be considered in the Ipswich Planning 
Scheme review.  As such, it is proposed that Council develops an exit strategy in partnership 
with the Cherish Directors, and seeks legal and governance advice to support the 
development of this strategy.  
Kaye Cavanagh 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Sean Madigan 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER - INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
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“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community”  
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