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IPSWICH CENTRAL REDEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE NO. 4 
 

17 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

LATE REPORTS 
 

6. HERITAGE CONSIDERATIONS FOR CBD REDEVELOPMENT 

This is a report detailing the considerations taken to incorporate the city’s heritage 
in the Nicholas Street redevelopment and the wider Ipswich CBD. The report also 
identifies further opportunities to conserve and interpret heritage in the Ipswich 
CBD. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the report be received and the contents noted. 

   

** Item includes confidential papers 

and any other items as considered necessary. 
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Doc ID No: A6480040 

This matter has been determined to be of a significant nature and approval has been given to 
refer this report to the Ipswich Central Redevelopment Committee as a late item. 

ITEM: 6 

SUBJECT: HERITAGE CONSIDERATIONS FOR CBD REDEVELOPMENT 

AUTHOR: PRINCIPAL OFFICER (URBAN DESIGN AND HERITAGE CONSERVATION) 

DATE: 11 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report detailing the considerations taken to incorporate the city’s heritage in the 
Nicholas Street redevelopment and the wider Ipswich CBD. The report also identifies further 
opportunities to conserve and interpret heritage in the Ipswich CBD. 

RECOMMENDATION/S 
 
That the report be received and the contents noted. 

ADVANCE IPSWICH THEME 

Strengthening our local economy and building prosperity 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

This report will address the specific heritage initiatives included in the Nicholas Street 
Redevelopment as well as the broader CBD. There are many players in maintaining and 
promoting the heritage of Ipswich. The actions detailed below have been collaborative 
projects between Co-ordination & Performance Department, City Design Branch, Economic 
&Community Development Branch and Marketing & Promotion Branch.  
 
Nicholas Street Redevelopment 

 In relation to the design of the Administration building, plaza and library, the project 

managers for the project have stated: 

” The historical references were mainly addressed in the selection of interior colours 
and finishes such as: 

o Timber wall finishes located in public area are a reference to the Ipswich 

residential architectural vernacular of timber and tin’. 

o Many of the colour selections are based on the natural colours of stone 

(limestone), local timbers and fauna as the link to natural history. 
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o Interior concepts such as the open timber and steel internal stairs and ceiling 

details such as exposed ducting over the staff common areas are a link to the 

open and industrial look of railway workshops. 

o Fabric selections for the library seating based on Ipswich’s links to indigenous 

culture. 

o Primary piece of public art at 6m high inspired by the local flower of Ipswich. 

o The plaza area contains pieces of public art that recognise Ipswich’s 

indigenous cultural links – indigenous mural, fish traps and cultural gardens.” 

o In the Civic Plaza where possible, historical references were addressed with 

visual links to: St. Edmunds, St Marys, the historic rail bridge and the Gas 

storage frame. 

 The installation of cast iron former bridge balustrade, stanchions and interpretive 

signage were late additions. Previously these elements had been rejected as they did 

not fit with the now superseded Public Art Policy for the project. 

 The relocation of all of the existing panels in their original location was rejected on 

the basis that they did not fit with the aesthetics of the redevelopment. 

 The Commonwealth Hotel was subject to heritage practice rigour – study of 

significance recording prior to and during deconstruction. Although no Heritage 

consultant has been retained for the reconstruction. 

Further opportunities for Nicholas Street Redevelopment 

 Relocate the remaining cast iron bridge balustrade panels on the western alignment 

of the former location of the bridge.  

 Relocate the Blackall Memorial from Denmark Hill to its original location at the 

Brisbane Street end of D’Arcy Doyle Place. It is understood that the footings for the 

relocation of the memorial in D’Arcy Doyle are in place.  

 The southern bridge abutment in Bremer Street is a handsome rusticated sandstone 

structure which could be accessed from the Bradfield Bridge. This area could be used 

for a multitude of uses. 

 The ‘lost CBD’ (demolished in the 1980s) including the important presence of the 

railway in the CBD should be celebrated and remembered.  

 
Place Making 

 Heritage does not only exist in physical form. Social history is now seen as intrinsic to 

understanding the history of a place and can play a part in the experience of a place 

through place making – activation. 

 A Place Making Activation Plan for Ipswich Central has been produced by the 

Economic & Community Development Branch. This plan is based upon a report by 
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leading experts in this field, Roberts Day. Heritage was a major consideration in the 

research/preparation and recommendations of the report.  The current Façade 

Improvement program is a part of this program. Unfortunately Covid-19 restrictions 

have curtailed many of these plans. 

Public/Private opportunities – authentic heritage experience 

 The early privately owned buildings at the intersection of Brisbane and Nicholas 

Street present an opportunity to create an authentic heritage precinct- Nolan’s 

Corner, Town Hall Post Office, St Pauls.  Preliminary discussions have taken place 

with the owners of the Nolan’s Corner Group of buildings who are eager to be part of 

the CBD revitalisation. The rear of these buildings present an exciting mix of Victorian 

verandah’s, cellars, stairs and warehouses that could provide the authentic 

experience denied to the CBD by the major demolition of the mid-1980s. The area 

could become a heritage quarter. The opportunity to support the revitalisation of 

these buildings should be explored. 

Statutory opportunities 

 The former Bendigo Bank building in Nicholas Street could be considered for re-

inclusion in Schedule 2 – Character Places of the Ipswich Planning Scheme. The 

building was removed from the Schedule as part of the consolidated 2006 Planning 

Scheme.  The impact of the small building in the streetscape is much larger than its 

size. The building was designed by and was the office of George Brockwell Gill, a 

prominent Ipswich architect. 

Broader CBD opportunities 

 A Heritage Strategy that blends and coordinates the physical and social history of 

Ipswich and specifically the CBD should be prepared. This would be a part of a 

broader Place Making Strategy.  This strategy would include events, festivals, 3 

dimensional works, pop-up exhibitions. The aim of the strategy would be to create an 

authentic heritage experience. 

Festivals 

 Galvanise – The city’s first heritage festival was planned to be held in late August this 

year. The festival was a joint project between the City Design Branch and Marketing 

& Promotion Branch. Unfortunately due to COVID - 19 restrictions the festival has 

been postponed until 2021. The festival would have centred on the former Woollen 

Mills at North Ipswich showcasing this important piece of the history of Ipswich. This 

annual festival will celebrate and promote the city’s heritage. 

Ipswich Heritage Program 

 The Ipswich Heritage Program has been operating since 1990. The program, run by 

two and a half officers in the City Design Branch, encompasses a wide range of 

services providing research, educational material, practical advice to council and the 

public and providing leading conservation practice to all residents of Ipswich. 

Attached is a detailed report on the history and activities of the Ipswich Heritage 

Program and a 5 year work program. 
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LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
Not applicable  

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

As this report is for information only there is no risk. 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

No community consultation has been undertaken. The information in this report has been 
compiled in consultation with relevant sections of council. 

CONCLUSION 

The current Ipswich Central Redevelopment has considered incorporating elements of the 
city’s heritage. Further opportunities exist to include heritage elements within the current 
and future stages of the Ipswich Central redevelopment.  

ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Ipswich Heritage Program ⇩  

  
Daniel Keenan 
PRINCIPAL OFFICER (URBAN DESIGN AND HERITAGE CONSERVATION) 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Dannielle Owen 
MANAGER, CITY DESIGN 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Peter Tabulo 
GENERAL MANAGER (PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES) 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Sean Madigan 
GENERAL MANAGER - COORDINATION AND PERFORMANCE 
  

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 

ICRC_20200917_AGN_2701_AT_SUP_files/ICRC_20200917_AGN_2701_AT_SUP_Attachment_10142_1.PDF
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