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Doc ID No: A6433373 

The Chairperson has determined this matter is of real urgency and approval has been given 
to refer this report to the Council as a late item.  

ITEM: 13.1.1 

SUBJECT: SUSPECTED INAPPROPRIATE CONDUCT OF A COUNCILLOR 

AUTHOR: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

DATE: 19 AUGUST 2020 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning a referral from the Office of the Independent Assessor related to 
the suspected Inappropriate Conduct of a Councillor. 

RECOMMENDATION/S 

A. That Council determine whether or not the Councillor has engaged in 
inappropriate conduct. 

B. That Council decide what penalty or penalties, if any, to impose on the subject 
Councillor. 
 

C. That Attachment 4 titled Investigation Summary be made public at the conclusion 
of this meeting and be included in the minutes. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

Ipswich City Council received a referral from the Office of the Independent Assessor on 
19 May 2020 relating to the suspected inappropriate conduct of one of its Councillors. 

Pursuant to section 150AF of the LGA, after receiving a referral by the Independent Assessor 
of an instance of suspected inappropriate conduct, the Local Government must complete an 
investigation into the alleged conduct. 

On the completion of an investigation, the investigator is required to provide a report to the 
Council outlining the investigation process, the investigation findings, any recommendations 
about dealing with the conduct and a record of the investigation costs. 

The investigation report is contained in confidential Attachment 1 with related Annexures in 
confidential Attachment 2.  Costs for the investigation are summarised in the below costs 
section. 
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A summary of the matter including the investigation executive summary is also attached 
(Attachment 4) and it is proposed that this be made publicly available at the conclusion of 
this meeting.  

After the completion of the investigation (s150AG) and considering the findings in the 
report, the Local Government must decide: 

a) whether or not the Councillor has engaged in inappropriate conduct, unless it has 
delegated responsibility for this decision under section 257 of the LGA.  

b) If the local government decides the councillor has engaged in inappropriate conduct 
– what action the local government will take in accordance with section 150AH of the 
LGA and as outlined below. 

If the Local Government decides that the subject Councillor has engaged in inappropriate 
conduct, the Local Government is then required to decide what penalty or penalties from 
the following orders, if any, to impose on the subject Councillor: 

i. Order that no action be taken against the councillor; 

or make 1 or more of the following orders; 

ii. an order that the Councillor make a public admission that the Councillor has 
engaged in inappropriate conduct  

iii. an order reprimanding the Councillor for the conduct  

iv. an order that the Councillor attend training or counselling to address the 
Councillor’s conduct, including at the Councillor’s expense  

v. an order that the Councillor be excluded from a stated Local Government 
meeting  

vi. an order that the Councillor is removed, or must resign, from a position 
representing the Local Government, other than the office of Councillor, for 
example, the Councillor is ordered to resign from an appointment representing 
the Local Government on a State board or committee  

vii. an order that if the Councillor engages in the same type of conduct again, it will 
be treated as misconduct 

viii. an order that the Councillor reimburse the Local Government for all or some of 
the costs arising from the Councillor’s inappropriate conduct. 

COSTS 
In accordance with the adopted Investigations Policy, the investigator sought assistance with 
the investigation by engaging an external provider to ensure that the investigation was 
undertaken in line with policy requirements and legislative provisions including conducting 
the investigation in an objective and impartial manner. 
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The investigation was undertaken by Wise Workplace Investigations and the costs for the 
investigation are summarised below and detailed in confidential Attachment 3. 
 

Investigation $660.00 

Travel and Interview costs $587.40 

Investigation Report $1320.00 

Total $2567.40 

 

ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

5. Investigations Policy ⇩  
6. Dealing with Inappropriate Conduct Policy Summary ⇩  
7. Legislative Summary ⇩  
  
 CONFIDENTIAL 
1. Investigation Report   
2. Investigation Annexures   
3. Investigation Costs   
4. Investigation Summary   

  
David Farmer 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 

CO_20200827_AGN_2705_AT_SUP_files/CO_20200827_AGN_2705_AT_SUP_Attachment_10027_5.PDF
CO_20200827_AGN_2705_AT_SUP_files/CO_20200827_AGN_2705_AT_SUP_Attachment_10027_6.PDF
CO_20200827_AGN_2705_AT_SUP_files/CO_20200827_AGN_2705_AT_SUP_Attachment_10027_7.PDF
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Doc ID No: A6438011 

The Chairperson has determined this matter is of real urgency and approval has been given 
to refer this report to the Council as a late item.  

ITEM: 15.4.1 

SUBJECT: REPORT - AUDIT AND RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE NO. 2020(03) OF 19 
AUGUST 2020 

AUTHOR: COMMITTEE MANAGER 

DATE: 21 AUGUST 2020 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

This is the report of the Audit and Risk Management Committee No. 2020(03) of 19 August 
2020. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the report of the Audit and Risk Management Committee No. 2020(03) of 19 
August 2020 be received, the contents noted and the recommendations contained 
therein be adopted.  

ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Audit and Risk Management Committee Report No. 2020(03) of 19 August 2020 ⇩ 

 
  

CO_20200827_AGN_2705_AT_SUP_files/CO_20200827_AGN_2705_AT_SUP_Attachment_10041_1.PDF
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