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ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

 

Item No. Item Title Page No. 

 Welcome to Country or Acknowledgment of Country  

 Declarations of Interest  

 Business Outstanding  

 Confirmation of Minutes  

1 Confirmation of Minutes of the Economic and Cultural 
Development Committee No. 2025(04) of 20 May 2025 

7 

 Officers’ Reports  

2 SPARK Ipswich 2025 - Festival of Arts and Culture Program Preview 17 

3 City of Ipswich Economic Update 48 

 Notices of Motion  

 Matters Arising  

 Questions / General Business  

** Item includes confidential papers 
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ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE NO. 2025(05) 
 

10 JUNE 2025 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
WELCOME TO COUNTRY OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 
 
 
BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE NO. 2025(04) OF 20 MAY 2025 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Economic and Cultural Development Committee held on 
20 May 2025 be confirmed. 

 

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 

2. SPARK IPSWICH 2025 - FESTIVAL OF ARTS AND CULTURE PROGRAM PREVIEW 

This is a report concerning SPARK Ipswich Festival of Arts and Culture program of 
events from 11 July to 20 July 2025. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the report concerning the 2025 Spark Ipswich – A Festival of Arts and Culture 
program preview of events be received and its contents noted. 

 

3. CITY OF IPSWICH ECONOMIC UPDATE 

This report provides an update on the recently released economic data for the 
Ipswich Local Government Area.  
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RECOMMENDATION 

That the Ipswich Economic Development Strategy Report be received and the 
contents noted. 

 

 
NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
 
QUESTIONS / GENERAL BUSINESS 
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ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE NO. 2025(04) 

 
20 MAY 2025 

 
MINUTES 

COUNCILLORS’ ATTENDANCE: 

Councillor Pye Augustine (Chairperson); Councillors Marnie Doyle (Deputy Chairperson), 
Deputy Mayor Nicole Jonic (via audio-link), Jacob Madsen (via audio-link), Andrew Antoniolli, 
David Martin (via audio-link) and Jim Madden  

COUNCILLOR’S APOLOGIES: 

Mayor Teresa Harding  
 
OFFICERS’ ATTENDANCE: 
 
Chief Executive Officer (Sonia Cooper), General Manager Community, Cultural and Economic 
Development (Ben Pole), General Manager Corporate Services (Matt Smith), General 
Manager Asset and Infrastructure Services (Seren McKenzie), Precinct Director – Nicholas 
Street Precinct (James Hepburn), Coordinator, Creative Industries Development (Courtney 
Strow), Director, Ipswich Art Gallery (Claire Sourgnes), Manager, Community and Cultural 
Services (Don Stewart), Manager, Media, Communications and Engagement (Mark Strong) 
and Theatre Technician (Max Moylan) 
 

 LEAVE OF ABSENCE – MAYOR TERESA HARDING 

RECOMMENDATION   

Moved by Councillor Pye Augustine: 
Seconded by Councillor Marnie Doyle: 

 
That a Leave of Absence for the Economic and Cultural Development 
Committee be granted for Mayor Teresa Harding. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Augustine Nil 
Doyle 
Jonic 
Madsen 
Antoniolli 
Martin 
Madden 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
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WELCOME TO COUNTRY OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
Councillor Pye Augustine (Chairperson) invited Councillor Marnie Doyle to deliver the 
Acknowledgement of Country 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 
 
Nil 
 
BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 
 
Nil 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE NO. 2025(03) OF 22 APRIL 2025 

RECOMMENDATION   

Moved by Councillor Pye Augustine: 
Seconded by Councillor Marnie Doyle: 

That the minutes of the Economic and Cultural Development Committee held 
on 22 April 2025 be confirmed. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Augustine Nil 
Doyle 
Jonic 
Madsen 
Antoniolli 
Martin 
Madden 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 

2. NICHOLAS STREET PRECINCT - APRIL 2025 NICHOLAS STREET PRECINCT PROJECT 
CONTROL GROUP 

This is a report concerning the April 2025 Nicholas Street Precinct (NSP) Project 
Control Group (PCG) meeting focussing on the status of the leasing program and 
the planning, development, delivery and ongoing management of the NSP. 
 

“The attachment/s to this report are confidential in accordance with section 254J(3)(g) of 
the Local Government Regulation 2012.” 

RECOMMENDATION   

Moved by Councillor Pye Augustine: 
Seconded by Councillor Marnie Doyle: 

That the April 2025 NSP PCG Report be received and the contents noted. 
 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Augustine Nil 
Doyle 
Jonic 
Madsen 
Antoniolli 
Martin 
Madden 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 

3. SEQ CITY DEAL PUBLIC ART INITIATIVES 

This is a report concerning viable projects for submission to the SEQ City Deal 
Public Art Initiatives following a public Expressions of Interest. 

 
“The attachment/s to this report are confidential in accordance with section 254J(3)(g) of 
the Local Government Regulation 2012.” 

RECOMMENDATION   

Moved by Councillor Pye Augustine: 
Seconded by Councillor Marnie Doyle: 

That Council receive and note two valid projects to be submitted for funding 
through the SEQ City Deal Public Art Initiatives. 
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AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Augustine Nil 
Doyle 
Jonic 
Madsen 
Antoniolli 
Martin 
Madden 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 

4. REPORT - ADVOCACY ADVISORY COMMITTEE NO. 2025(01) OF 8 MAY 2025 

This is the report of the Advocacy Advisory Committee No. 2025(01) of 8 May 
2025. 

RECOMMENDATION   

Moved by Councillor Pye Augustine: 
Seconded by Councillor Marnie Doyle: 

That Council adopt the recommendations of the Advocacy Advisory Committee 
No. 2025(01) of 8 May 2025. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Augustine Nil 
Doyle 
Jonic 
Madsen 
Antoniolli 
Martin 
Madden 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ADVOCACY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
NO. 2024(03) OF 21 NOVEMBER 2024 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Advocacy Advisory Committee held on 21 November 2024 
be confirmed. 
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2. 2025 FEDERAL ELECTION OUTCOMES 

This is a report providing a summary of the outcomes of the 2025 Federal Election, 
held on 3 May 2025. 

RECOMMENDATION 

A. That the report be received, and its contents noted. 

B. That the Advocacy Advisory Committee discuss next steps for Council’s advocacy 
program. 

DISCUSSION 

The committee received an update and overview from Dan Heenan and Kate Adams on the 
2025 Federal Election: 

• It was noted that in the lead up to the Federal election the Mayor wrote to all 
candidates seeking their support for Council’s advocacy priorities. 

• Nineteen election commitments were made in the seat of Blair. Seven  from ALP 
sitting member Shayne Neumann totalling $216.9 million and 12 from LNP 
candidate Carl Mutzelburg totalling 221.695 million. 

• Most notable commitment was $200 million to upgrade the Amberley interchange 
from both ALP and LNP. 

• Other election commitments were made for the upgrade to local sporting clubs and 
commitments to local community groups. 

The committee discussed the steps that need to occur in relation to the Amberley 
Interchange project so that Council could build its advocacy around them. Following on 
from discussions the Mayor has already had with the Minister, it was recommended that it 
would be a good opportunity to write to the Minister and request a meeting in Ipswich. 

The Economic Development Manager outlined the Question on Notice that was raised in 
Parliament by Jennifer Howard MP asking for an update in relation to funding for the 
second river crossing.   
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ACTION 

That Council write to the new State Government requesting a meeting in Ipswich 
to discuss the Amberley interchange and the second river crossing. 

4. GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Mayor Harding advised that there will be three elections in 2028 and that she was 
keen to work out how to advocate in the lead up to and between these elections 
as well as revising what council’s regionally significant projects are and expanding 
the list of locally significant projects. 

 
In relation to the Advocacy Plan it was noted that this would be updated to 
include Councillor Doyle’s Notice of Motion at the last council meeting regarding 
a Tartan Track. 

The committee discussed the engagement of SAS group in the previous term and 
how they shared their insight on how they advocate and how to increase the 
chance of funding. From this, there were 5 principles that were presented: 

• Common Purpose 

• Coordinated Communications 

• Unity of Voice 

• Engaging all appropriate channels 

• Systematic recordkeeping and follow up 
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It was agreed that in a typical calendar year council could prepare federal and 
state budget submissions and that the state also did a mid-year budget update 
where council could prepare a submission. 

It was also agreed that council could undertake delegations to Canberra and Queensland 
Parliament as an annual activity. 
 
ACTIONS 
 

A. That the Economic Development Manager and Advocacy Lead meet with each 
councillor individually to compile a list of locally significant projects and that these 
be collated and brought to a future Advocacy Advisory Committee for discussion. 
 

B. That as well as the federal and state budget submissions and delegations to 
Canberra and Queensland Parliament, relationships also be built and maintained. 

5. UPDATE IN RELATION TO REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS 

The committee discussed each of the Regionally Significant Projects listed on 
Council’s Advocacy Web Page to ascertain the current status: 

• Better Bus Network for Ipswich 

• Ebenezer Regional Industrial Area 

• Ipswich to Springfield Central Public Transport Corridor 

• Waste and Circular Economy Transformation 

• Critical and Enabling Infrastructure 

• Ipswich Central Second River Crossing 

• North Ipswich Sport and Entertainment Precinct 
ACTIONS 
 
Council webpage for all the Regionally Significant projects to be updated. 
 
Better Bus Network 
 

• The Economic Development Manager to follow up on the details of the three stages 
of the introduction to the new bus services in relation to what is funded and what is 
not and include school bus routes. 
 

Ebenezer Regional Industrial Area 
 

• Ebenezer Regional Industrial Area to remain as a regionally significant project. 
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Ipswich to Springfield Central Public Transport Corridor 
 

• Ipswich to Springfield Central Public Transport Corridor to remain as a regionally 
significant project and Council to request a briefing from TMR on the planned 
routes for the I2S public transport corridor prior to the business case being finalised. 

• This project to be included in the Mayor’s letter to the Transport Minister 
requesting that he visit Ipswich. 
 

Waste and Circular Economy Transformation 
 

• The CEO to organise a review of the information to include the additional funding 
for the Material Recovery Facility and any funding for the resource recovery 
centres. 

• In relation to the Waste and Circular Economy space, Council request the State 
Government for $8 million as an ex-gratia payment for the payment of legal fees 
for waste recovery. 

• The public health enquiry findings from parliament to be included. 
 
Critical and Enabling Infrastructure including Cunningham, Warrego and Centenary 
Highways as well as Ripley Valley PDA Infrastructure 
 

• Council to continue to lobby for funding from the State Government for the 
Amberley Interchange, following the Federal Government election commitment of 
$200 million 

• A briefing to be organised in relation to what is planned for the Centenary Highway 
Motorway/Augusta Parkway interchange and what this means 

• Council to continue to follow up in relation to the Ripley Valley PDA Catalytic 
Infrastructure specifically the community centre/library/multi-purpose centre. 

 
Ipswich Central Second River Crossing 
 

• Council to continue to explore options for a second river crossing 

• Information to be provided to councillors on what council holdings are around this 
project 

• That opportunities be explored for TMR to be part of the project steering group for 
the Ipswich Central River Crossing 

• The project to be included in the Mayor’s letter to the Transport Minister following 
the recent Question on Notice in Queensland Parliament stating that Ipswich City 
Council is the lead authority for the business case. 

 
North Ipswich Sport and Entertainment Precinct 
 

• That an options paper be prepared for discussion outlining the 3 options for the 
Corporate Centre – High Performance Gym, Office Accommodation (Sports 
House/Hub) or remain as Function Room 

• The advocacy website to be updated to include the next steps for this project 
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• That the map on the Advocacy website for the North Ipswich Sport and 
Entertainment Precinct be updated 

• That the previous masterplans be provided to councillors for information 

In the context of the Leveraging 2032 update it was proposed the 2032 Olympic and 
Paralympic opportunities be added to the Regionally Significant Projects list. 

6. UPDATE ON LOCALLY SIGNIFICANT PROJECTS 
 
The committee discussed locally significant projects and next steps. 

 
ACTION 
 

• That an update to councillors on Bell Street, Ipswich be organised 
 

The following projects were proposed by Councillors to be added to the Locally Significant 
Project list: 

• The clay courts at Leichhardt need to be repurposed  

• John Street Rosewood drainage and flood resilience upgrades 

• Tartan athletics track 
 
ACTION 
 

• That the Economic Development Manager liaise with the General Manager 
(Planning and Regulatory Services) to assist with the preparation of information to 
support councillors relating to the infrastructure funding gap and infrastructure 
charges. 

 

 
NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
Nil 

 
MATTERS ARISING 
  

5. MEMBERSHIP OF ADVOCACY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATION   

Moved by Councillor Pye Augustine: 
Seconded by Councillor Marnie Doyle: 

 
That Councillor David Martin be appointed as a member of the Advocacy 
Advisory Committee. 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Augustine Nil 
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Doyle 
Jonic 
Madsen 
Antoniolli 
Martin 
Madden 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 
QUESTIONS / GENERAL BUSINESS  
 
Nil 
 
PROCEDURAL MOTIONS AND FORMAL MATTERS 

The meeting commenced at 11.48 am. 

The meeting closed at 12.00 pm. 
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Doc ID No: A11570033 

  

ITEM: 2 

SUBJECT: SPARK IPSWICH 2025 - FESTIVAL OF ARTS AND CULTURE PROGRAM PREVIEW 

AUTHOR: CITY EVENTS MANAGER 

DATE: 14 MAY 2025 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning SPARK Ipswich Festival of Arts and Culture program of events 
from 11 July to 20 July 2025. 

RECOMMENDATION/S 

That the report concerning the 2025 Spark Ipswich – A Festival of Arts and Culture 
program preview of events be received and its contents noted. 

RELATED PARTIES 

 
There are no discernible related party conflicts of interest associated with the report or its 
recommendations. 

IFUTURE THEME 

Vibrant and Growing 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

SPARK Ipswich is an annual Festival of Arts and Culture in council’s City Events Plan. SPARK 
Ipswich is a key driver in achieving the Plan’s mission to attract, support and produce a 
diverse program of annual events that engage the community, promote Ipswich as a 
destination, drive visitation and positively impact on business and industry. 

SPARK Ipswich has been programmed from 11 July to 20 July 2025 which coincides with the 
final weekend of school holidays, and the 50th anniversary of the Ipswich Civic Centre.  

Designed as a platform to showcase and celebrate the people, places, arts and culture of the 
city, the program engages around 67 artists and 65 performers across 52 events. 
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SPARK Ipswich 2025 is a direct outcome and delivery action of the Ipswich Economic 
Development Strategy: 

Pillar 3 – Prosperity 
Deliver the City Events Plan of annual events to promote Ipswich as a destination, drive 
visitation and maximise local expenditure. 

SPARK Ipswich 2025 is a direct outcome and delivery action of Leveraging 2032: 

Legacy Outcome 19 – Destination Led Events 
Attract, support and produce a diverse program of annual events that engage the 
community and promote Ipswich as a destination, drive visitation and short stays and 
positively impact on business and industry. 

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS  
Spark Ipswich Branding Artist 

Local artist Kianna Good is the Spark Ipswich 2025 Branding Artist. Her artwork is a collection 
of vibrant and dynamic motifs that reference community connection and landmarks in the 
local landscape including the saw tooth roof, finials and arched windows of our industrial 
buildings, clocktower, Bremer River reeds. 

 

 
SPARK AFTER DARK 
Activating the cultural spine of Ipswich Central from the Civic Centre to Tulmur Place with 
light, sound and action, including:  
 

• HEXADECA – an interactive, music making installation that invites people of all ages, 
abilities and cultures to engage https://pulsingheart.com.au/Hexadeca 
 

• The Bubble Canteen – a spectacular installation connecting people through joy, 
laughter, wonder and 20,000 bubbles per minute 
https://www.clintbolster.com/thebubblecanteen 
 

• Neon: Play the Music – This installation lights up the night with glowing instruments 
and a mic for you to perform. Snap a pic, share the fun 
https://volterinternational.com/neon-play-the-music 

 

https://pulsingheart.com.au/Hexadeca
https://www.clintbolster.com/thebubblecanteen
https://volterinternational.com/neon-play-the-music
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• deLIGHT – Projection artist James Muller collaborates with 9 artists to animate their 
creations in motion across Metro B. Each night unveils a new artist, celebrating 
creativity under the stars. Six of the nine deLight feature artists are local, and the 
non-local artists all demonstrate strong connections to the local community – either 
personally or professionally through their art works and arts practice: 
 

DATE FEATURE ARTIST  

Friday 11 Chloe Adams Local Resident 

Saturday 12 Andrew Kimberley Local Resident 

Sunday 13 Rushanthi Herath Local Resident  

Monday 14 Kym Tabulo  

Tuesday 15 Brandon Huges Local Resident 

Wednesday 16 Sean Williams Local Resident  

Thursday 17 Jordache Guage  

Friday 18 Dave Pearce Local Resident 

Saturday 19 YEAHYEAHCHLOE  

 
 
FESTIVAL FAVOURITES RETURN 
 
WOMI (World of Music Ipswich) 
Crowd favourite WOMI will return to Springfield Central including a live broadcast from 
Radio 4EB, with dynamic artists and activities that reflect the vibrancy of our linguistically 
diverse community.  
 
Little Day Out 
‘Dirtgirl’s Garden Party’ will headline the iconic Children’s Music Festival, presented by Verso 
Projects (Ripley Town Centre). With a program focused on children 10 years and under, this 
year’s line-up includes kaleidoscope, building cubbies and fairy villages, seedpod painting, 
nature jewellery, build a bee, and a silent disco with haptic vests and straps.  
 
NEW ADDITIONS 
 
Guru Dudu’s Silent Disco Walking Tours 
This unique ‘dancing tour’ of the city has participants wearing supplied headsets, exploring 
the city streets to custom soundtracks of upbeat music from your favourite decades. Tour 
hosts will point out quirky local facts, iconic buildings and artworks along their routes, 
bringing the area to life. It’s laughter all around, especially from the onlookers. 
 
Ignite: Celebrating Creativity 
This ‘up-late’ event hosted by Ipswich Art Gallery encourages musicians, performers, visual 
artists, writers, designers, filmmakers and cultural leaders to join us in celebrating the 
vibrancy and progress of our city’s creative scene. 
 
Spark Youthful Vision 
Creative Hearts Co. at Brookwater is a local business dedicated to celebrating and nurturing 
creativity within our community at a grassroots level. During Spark their new boutique 
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gallery space will present an exhibition featuring youth art, celebrating young talent in our 
city.  
 
Street Art Jam 
New to the program is Street Art Jam delivered by valued partner Queensland Museum Rail 
Workshops featuring street art demonstrations, workshops and performances. Whether 
you're an art enthusiast or simply curious, this event offers a hands-on experience alongside 
world-renowned local and international street artists. 
 
MILESTONE CELEBRATION 
 
For 50 years, Ipswich Civic Centre has been at the heart of arts and culture in the city – a 
vibrant hub hosting everything from local theatre to international acts. In 2025 the Spark 
Ipswich program celebrates this performing arts icon with special events like car park 
parties, headlining shows with local comedian Mel Buttle, internationally acclaimed DJ 
Groove Terminator and revered Aussie singer-songwriter Pete Murray. The milestone 
birthday bash culminates in an epic community production ‘Hip Swich’ – a one-night-only 
show which commemorates decades of performance, aspiring talent and community 
connections.   

A communications and marketing campaign will run from late May across the city and South-
East Queensland to promote the festival.  The campaign will be distributed through council-
owned and paid channels to build profile and increase visitation to the city.  

The full program is available at www.ipswichfestivals.com.au  

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Not Applicable 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no discernible policy implications associated with the report or its 
recommendation. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

As with all of council’s festivals and events, an Event Management Plan has been developed 
and implemented by the City Events section in consultation with the Workplace Safety and 
Wellbeing Section. 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council has $450k allocated to SPARK Ipswich as part of the 2024-2025 City Events budget.  
The City Events team has also secured significant sponsorship for the festival, currently 
sitting at $76,000 and $66,200 in-kind support. This includes funding from Multicultural 
Affairs Queensland and Orion Springfield Central for WOMI, along with the new owners of 
Ripley Town Centre - VERSO Group supporting Little Day Out. 

http://www.ipswichfestivals.com.au/
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COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

SPARK Ipswich is a collaboration of a significant number of local organisations, businesses, 
key industry partners and creatives. Stakeholders and festival partners include:  

 

Arts Connect Ipswich Ipswich Arts Advisory Group Nicholas Street Precinct 

Artime Gallery and Art 

Supplies 

Ipswich Art Gallery Queensland Museum Rail 

Workshops 

Banshees Bar & Artspace Ipswich City Big Band St Paul’s Anglican Church 

BEMAC Ipswich Civic Centre Stony Creek Brewing 

Booval Fair Shopping Centre Ipswich Libraries Switch Up Productions 

Creative Hearts Co. Ipswich Little Theatre University of Southern 

Queensland 

Handmade Markets Co. Ipswich Orpheus Chorale Verso Group (Ripley Town 

Centre) 

Hotys Cinemas Mirvac Orion Springfield Yamanto Central Shopping 

Centre 

CONCLUSION 
 
Spark Ipswich is the city’s premier arts and cultural festival, showcasing the region’s exciting 
creative scene and rich diversity from 11 – 20 July. Over 50 events showcase local artists and 
performers to an audience of thousands from across South-East Queensland to promote 
Ipswich as a destination, drive visitation and positively impact on business and industry. 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACTS  

RECEIVE AND NOTE REPORT 

The Recommendation states that the report be received and the contents noted. The 
decision to receive and note the report does not limit human rights. Therefore, the 
decision is compatible with human rights. 

 

ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Spark Ipswich 2025 Events Calendar ⇩  
2. Spark Ipswich 2025 Program ⇩  

EACDC_20250610_AGN_3768_AT_ExternalAttachments/EACDC_20250610_AGN_3768_AT_Attachment_20553_1.PDF
EACDC_20250610_AGN_3768_AT_ExternalAttachments/EACDC_20250610_AGN_3768_AT_Attachment_20553_2.PDF
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3. Ipswich Civic Centre - Celebrating 50 Years Program ⇩  

  
 
Deannah Vieth 
CITY EVENTS MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Carly Gregory 
MANAGER, MARKETING AND PROMOTIONS 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Ben Pole 
GENERAL MANAGER (COMMUNITY, CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT) 
  

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 
 

EACDC_20250610_AGN_3768_AT_ExternalAttachments/EACDC_20250610_AGN_3768_AT_Attachment_20553_3.PDF
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11-20 JULY

CALENDAR 
11–20 JULY
deLIGHT

HEXADECA

NEON: Play the Music

Clay: Crazy Critters

Fantastic Forms

Second Chance –  
Boorrumpah Goupong 
Aboriginal Corporation

Growing Together  
by Jacob Sarra

Youthful Visions –  
Sparking Creativity

Close Encounters

Connection

FRIDAY 11
Ipswich Libraries  
Story Time, Toddler Time  
and Messy Play

The Bubble Canteen

SPARK Opening Night –  
CARPARK PARTY

Groove Terminator  
supported by Discovery –  
Daft Punk Tribute Show

The Salty Sirens Presents…

Banshees Rainbow Takeover

MONDAY 14
First Five Forever

TUESDAY 15
Ipswich Libraries Story Time, 
Toddler Time and Messy Play

First Five Forever

WEDNESDAY 16
Ipswich Libraries Story Time, 
Toddler Time and Messy Play

First Five Forever

Paint ‘n’ Sip  
with Michelle Howarth

Banshees Open Mic & Jam

THURSDAY 17
Ipswich Libraries Story Time, 
Toddler Time and Messy Play

First Five Forever

Booval After Dark  
Electric Spark

CARPARK PARTY

Karaoke at Banshees

Showmen

SUNDAY 20
Little Day Out

The Bubble Canteen

Banshees Live and Local 

Watercolour  
Meditations Workshop

SATURDAY 12
Teddy Bears’ Picnic

The Handmade Expo  
Market Ipswich

Youthful Visions  
Community Showcase

The Bubble Canteen

Big Band Spectacular

Guru Dudu Silent Disco  
Walking Tours

Ignite: Celebrating Creativity 

Sean P Music

CARPARK PARTY

Banshees Rainbow Takeover

Palace Ipswich Presents: 
Christmas in July

SUNDAY 13
World of Music Ipswich – 
WOMI

Proudfoot + Friends

The Bubble Canteen

CARPARK PARTY

Banshees Rainbow Takeover

Paint ‘n’ Sip  
with Michelle Howarth

Rainbow Stitch’n’Switch

FRIDAY 18
Ipswich Libraries Story Time, 
Toddler Time and Messy Play

The Bubble Canteen

CARPARK PARTY

8 Ball Aitken Band +  
Taya Chani supported by 
Captain Moonshine

Mel Buttle –  
Taking My Sunglasses Off  
to Hear You Better

SATURDAY 19
Street Art Jam

The Bubble Canteen

Guru Dudu Silent Disco  
Walking Tours

CARPARK PARTY

HIPSWICH

Weezal, Glycereens,  
Buzz Killers

For the complete  
up-to-date list of  
events  visit  
SPARKipswich.com.au
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Ipswich City Council respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners, the Jagera, 
Yuggera and Ugarapul People of the Yugara/Yagara Language Group, as custodians of 
the land and waters we share. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, as the 
keepers of the traditions, customs, cultures and stories of proud peoples.

Welcome to SPARK Ipswich 2025!

It’s that time of year again when our city comes alive with colour, creativity 
and connection. SPARK Ipswich is more than just a festival – it’s a celebration 
of everything that makes our city great: our people, our culture and our 
unstoppable community spirit.

This year is extra special as we mark 50 years of the Ipswich Civic Centre –  
a place that has hosted generations of performances, events, and memories. 
To celebrate this incredible milestone, we’re inviting the whole community 
to be part of a special community production, showcasing the talents of 
local artists and performers. And, of course, we’re throwing a Carpark Party, 
bringing live music and big festival vibes right into the heart of Ipswich.

Alongside these milestone events, SPARK Ipswich 2025 is packed with 
exciting performances, thought-provoking art and family-friendly experiences 
that will inspire and entertain. Whether you’re dancing in the streets, exploring 
the latest exhibitions, or enjoying a show with friends and family, this is your 
time to experience the magic of our creative city.

WELC ME

Mayor Teresa Harding 
City of Ipswich

Councillor Pye Augustine 
Chair, Economic and Cultural 

Development Committee



ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING AGENDA 

10 JUNE 
2025 

Item 2 / Attachment 2. 

Page 26 of 59 

  

Kiana Good, an emerging local artist, was commissioned 
in 2025 to create the SPARK Ipswich branding artwork. 
Kiana works with various mediums, including oil and 
digital platforms, to bring her creative visions to life. 
Her work highlights Ipswich’s architectural elements, 
seamlessly blending them to spark curiosity and reflect 
the harmony between people and place. The process 

begins with in-depth research, carefully selecting and then positioning each 
element. This artwork represents just one of Kiana’s many artistic styles, which can 
be explored on her Instagram @three.yeets. 

She invites viewers to take a closer look and discover all nine Ipswich-inspired 
elements hidden within the piece.

BRANDING ARTIST

KIANA 
GOOD

PROGRAMMING PARTNERS

ARTS CONNECT  ARTTIME GALLERY AND FINE ART SUPPLIES  
BANSHEES BAR AND ART SPACE  BOOVAL FAIR  CREATIVE HEARTS CO 
IPSWICH ART GALLERY  IPSWICH CIVIC CENTRE  IPSWICH LIBRARIES 

IPSWICH WASTE SERVICES  QUEENSLAND MUSEUM RAIL WORKSHOPS 
STONY CREEK BREWING  ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH  YAMANTO CENTRAL

EVENT PARTNERS

SUPPORT PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS
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Neon: Play The Music lights up the night 
with glowing instruments and a mic for 
you to perform. Snap a pic, share the fun 
#IpswichFestivals #SPARKIPSWICH

Presented by Ipswich Festivals,  
produced by Volter International

E X P E R I E N C E 
SPARK AFTER DARK

deLIGHT ignites Nicholas Street with a 
dazzling fusion of art and light. Artistic 
talents join forces with projection wizard 
James Muller to animate their creations in 
vivid motion. Each night unveils a new artist, 
celebrating creativity under the stars.

Artists include: Chloe Adams,  
Andrew Kimberley, Rushanthi Herath,  
Kym Tabulo, Brandon Huges,  
Sean Williams, Jordache Guage,  
David Pearce and YEAHYEAHCHLOE.

Presented by Ipswich Festivals

 Calendar-edit Friday 11 – Sunday 20 July

 clock 5.30 pm – 8.30 pm

 Map-marker-alt 1 Nicholas Street

 ticket-alt Free

deLIGHT

NEON: 
PLAY THE 
MUSIC

 Calendar-edit Friday 11 – Sunday 20 July

 clock 4.30 pm – 8.30 pm

 Map-marker-alt d’Arcy Doyle Place

 ticket-alt Free
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 Calendar-edit Friday 11 – Sunday 20 July 

 clock Various

 Map-marker-alt Nicholas Street Precinct

 ticket-alt Free

HEXADECA, created by Pulsing 
Heart, is an interactive, music-
making playground that invites 
people of all ages, abilities and 
cultures to engage in playful, 
tactile art. Architecturally 
designed for immersive sound 
experiences, participants sit 
and spin to create soundscapes 
featuring music by artists including 
Aurora x Keira Simmons, Tim Koch, 
Belinda Gehlert, Kiah Gossner, Lewis 
But-Husaim, Rob Edwards, Adam Page 
and Tom Thum.

Presented by Ipswich Festivals,  
produced by Pulsing Heart

HEXADECA
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 Calendar-edit Friday 11 – Sunday 13 July and  
  Friday 18 – Sunday 20 July 

 clock 4.30 pm and 6.15 pm

 Map-marker-alt Nicholas Street Precinct

 ticket-alt Free

Experience The Bubble Canteen, a 
magical installation featuring 20,000 
bubbles per minute – from delicate 
bubbles to giant, shimmering orbs. 
This enchanting spectacle delights 
and connects audiences through joy, 

laughter, and wonder. 

Presented by Ipswich Festivals, 
produced by The Mask Family, 

and originally commissioned 
by Brisbane Festival

THE 
BUBBLE 
CANTEEN
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Ipswich’s signature world music 
event returns to Springfield with 
music, workshops, food and 
crafts from across the globe. 
With a jam-packed lineup, WOMI 
is a one-day world music festival 
showcasing and celebrating the 
vibrancy of Ipswich and South 
East Queensland’s culturally and 
linguistically diverse community.

Bursting with life, light and colour, 
WOMI is a wonderful day out!

WORLD OF MUSIC  

IPSWICH –
WOMI

 Calendar-edit Friday 11 – Sunday 13 July and  
Thursday 17 – Saturday 19 July

 clock Various

 Map-marker-alt Ipswich Civic Centre

 ticket-alt Free

Ipswich Civic Centre's carpark will 
be transformed for six action-packed 
nights of entertainment to celebrate 
50 years of Ipswich Civic Centre.

Featuring captivating performances 
by local Tulmur and Meanjin artists 
across multiple artforms, engaging 
workshops, bespoke roving 
entertainment and more! 

 Calendar-edit Sunday 13 July

 clock 9.00 am – 4.00 pm

 Map-marker-alt Main Street,  
Orion Springfield Central 

 ticket-alt Free
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 Calendar-edit Sunday 20 July 

 clock Session 1: 9.00 am – 11.30 am 
Session 2: 1.00 pm – 3.30 pm

 Map-marker-alt Ripley Town Centre, Ripley

 ticket-alt $5 per entry –  
children with a purchased  
ticket receive a bucket hat

Little by name, BIG on fun.

With a focus on sustainability,  
Little Day Out is bursting with music, 
hands-on art experiences, food trucks 
and roving entertainment.

Gather your festival crew to sing, 
dance, create and play. Community 
Kaleidoscope, building cubbies and 
fairy villages, seedpod painting, nature 
jewellery, build a bee, a silent disco 
with haptic vests and straps are all part 
of the Little Day Out experience.

Join us for ‘dirtgirl’s Garden Party’ 
musical eco-adventure with a female 
hearted, four-piece band set to 
bring a fresh and vibrant sound and 
‘poptomistic’ tunes to this year’s event!

Little Day Out programming is focused 
on children aged 10 and under. 
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CLAY: CRAZY CRITTERS
Knead it, roll it, shape it, name it! Get hands  
on with clay and create your own Crazy Critter 
to take home. 

Presented by Ipswich Art Gallery

31 May – 31 August 
10.00 am – 12.30 pm and 1.30 pm – 4.00 pm
Ipswich Art Gallery | Free | 0–13 Years + 

IPSWICH LIBRARIES STORY TIME, 
TODDLER TIME, BOOKS AND BLOCKS
Join Ipswich Libraries for fun and engaging 
early literacy programs. Sessions bring stories 
to life with movement and interactive play. 
Perfect for little learners and their grown-ups! 

Presented by Ipswich Libraries

Fri 11, Tue 15, Wed 16, Thu 17 and Fri 18 July 
Ipswich Children’s Library, Springfield Central 
Library, Redbank Plains Library | Free

FOR 
THE 
KIDS

TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC
Come out to play with a morning full of 
fun picnic games, performances and an 
adventurous bear hunt! Bring your favourite 
bear and picnic rug to our annual Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic. 

Presented by Queensland Museum  
Rail Workshops

Sat 12 July | Queensland Museum Rail 
Workshops | Entry fees apply

PROUDFOOT + FRIENDS
Get ready for the  
foot-stomping, rib-tickling, 
toe-tapping time of your life 
at the Proudfoot + Friends 
stage show spectacular! 
Catering to 3–7 year 
olds, proud First 
Nations performer 
Lucas leads a  
hilarious interactive 
sing-along adventure. 

Presented by  
Ipswich Civic Centre  
and Cluster Arts

Sun 13 July | 2.00 pm 
Ipswich Civic Centre | $15

FIRST FIVE FOREVER STORY TIME, 
MESSY PLAY AND LIBRARY FUN
Ipswich Libraries’ First 5 Forever program 
offers engaging sessions for children aged  
0–5 years. Sessions spark creativity with 
songs, books, movement and play. 

Presented by Ipswich Libraries

Mon 14 – Thu 17 July 
Winston Glades, Bundamba, Rosewood, 
Redbank Plains | Free 

   SEE MORE                 SPARKIPSWICH.COM.AU
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FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS
SECOND CHANCE –  
BOORRUMPAH GOUPONG 
ABORIGINAL CORPORATION
Boorrumpah Goupong Aboriginal Corporation’s 
exhibition, Second Chance, showcases the 
group’s journey through life, culture and mental 
health education. Through art, the group tell 
their stories to provide a safe space for healing.

28 June – 27 July | 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 
Ipswich Community Gallery | Free 

THE SALTY SIRENS PRESENTS
The Salty Sirens are two sapphic sailors, ready 

to lead you on a musical journey through 
traditional and modern nautical folk song, tales 

of shipwork, daring adventure, defiance and 
debauchery on the high seas. Hoist the anchor 

and limber up those sealegs – these really 
aren’t your grandpa’s sea shanties! 

Presented by Banshees Bar & Artspace

Fri 11 July | 7.00 pm 
Bar & Artspace | $15 – $20 | 18+

GROOVE TERMINATOR  
SUPPORTED BY DISCOVERY –  
DAFT PUNK TRIBUTE SHOW
Simon 'Groove Terminator' Lewicki is a 
trailblazer in Australia’s music scene. His hit 
'One More Time (The Sunshine Song)'  
earned international success, charting in 
Australia and France.

Discovery is Australia’s leading Daft  
Punk tribute, offering high-energy remixes  
and mashups for an unforgettable  
party experience. 

Presented by Ipswich Civic Centre and TMRW

Fri 11 July | 8.00 pm  
Ipswich Civic Centre | $35 | 18+
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11–13 JULY
PETE MURRAY
Australian singer-songwriter Pete Murray 
embarks on a 55-date solo acoustic tour across 
the country this May. Supported by Rachael 
Fahim and Brett Wood, it marks his first-ever solo 
tour on home soil. Armed with his acoustic guitar 
and a stunning back catalogue, Pete promises an 
unforgettable musical journey. 

Presented by TEG Live

Sat 12 July | 8.00 pm 
Ipswich Civic Centre | $84.90

GURU DUDU’S SILENT DISCO 
WALKING TOURS 

Guru Dudu’s Silent Disco Walking Tours are 
a hilarious dancing, walking adventure for all 
ages. Wearing supplied headsets we groove 

our way through local streets, engaging 
passersby with our spontaneous flash-mob 

style dancing and antics. 

Presented by Ipswich Festivals

Sat 12 July and Sat 19 July | 5.00 pm 
d’Arcy Doyle Place | $5

FANTASTIC FORMS
Fantastic Forms showcases over 150  
works by Merric Boyd, Australia’s father of 
pottery, alongside contemporary artists.  
The exhibition blends pottery, sculpture,  
and stop-motion, exploring Boyd’s unique 
vision and Australian landscapes.

Fantastic Forms is a Bundanon Touring 
Exhibition. The exhibition is supported by the 
National Collecting Institutions Touring and 
Outreach Program, an Australian Government 
program aiming to improve access to the 
national collections for all Australians.

14 June – 7 September | 10.00 am – 5.00 pm 
Ipswich Art Gallery | Free

   SEE MORE                 SPARKIPSWICH.COM.AU
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FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS
CRUISING WITH THE 
GRANDPARENT’S CLUB –  
A MUSICAL COMEDY
After a hit 2024 mini-tour, the team is back—this 
time at sea! Aboard the SS Grand Times, guest 
cruise director Jimmy Bigelow joins fun-loving 
grandparents who are ‘not old, just old-er.’ With 
family left onshore, they’re ready to cut loose 
and embrace the grand cruising life. 

Presented by Ipswich Civic Centre

Tues 15 July | 6.00 pm 
Ipswich Civic Centre | $72.50

SHOWMEN 
Experience Showmen, a spectacular blend 

of magic, illusions, stunts, and comedy. 
This unforgettable live entertainment takes 

audiences to the golden age of magic for  
a fun, family-friendly night!

Presented by Ipswich Civic Centre

Thurs 17 July | 7.30 pm 
Ipswich Civic Centre | $50

8 BALL AITKEN BAND +  
TAYA CHANI SUPPORTED BY 
CAPTAIN MOONSHINE
Two heavyweights of the Australian  
blues-rock-soul scene 8 Ball Aitken and  
Taya Chani have teamed up with a new 
Americana album project ‘Nightbird’. 

Presented by Banshees Bar & Artspace

Fri 18 July | 7.00 pm  
Banshees Bar & Artspace | $40 | 18+
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15–20 JULY
MEL BUTTLE – TAKING MY 
SUNGLASSES OFF TO HEAR  
YOU BETTER
Mel Buttle is a busy bee.

From juggling a toddler to sold out shows 
across the country and keeping her millions 
of fans online happy, as the creator behind 
Australia’s favourite online mum character 
‘Lyn’ – she needs a lie down. Lucky for you 
she’s very good at comedy too.

Presented by Token

Fri 18 July | 7.30 pm 
Ipswich Civic Centre | $52

IGNITE: CELEBRATING CREATIVITY 
Musicians, performers, visual artists, writers, 
designers, filmmakers and cultural leaders –  
join us in celebrating the vibrancy and 
progress of our city’s creative scene at  
this special up-late event. 

Presented by Ipswich City Council

Sat 19 July | 5.30 pm – 7.30 pm 
Ipswich Art Gallery | Free, bookings essential

   SEE MORE                 SPARKIPSWICH.COM.AU

STREET ART JAM
Street Art Jam returns for its second year, 

transforming urban spaces with vibrant public 
art. Immerse yourself in creative workshops and 

demonstrations, showcasing art, music and  
dance in an unforgettable experience! 

Presented by Queensland Museum Rail Workshops

Sat 19 July | Queensland Museum Rail Workshops 
Entry fees apply 
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HOMEGROWN SPARK
YOUTHFUL VISIONS –  
SPARKING CREATIVITY
Explore an exhibition featuring youth art, 
celebrating young talent in Greater  
Springfield and Ipswich.

Presented by Creative Hearts Co

1–19 July | Creative Hearts Co. Brookwater | $5

BANSHEES RAINBOW TAKEOVER
Banshees celebrates LGBTQI+ voices during 

SPARK Ipswich opening weekend with 
Thursday night karaoke, The Salty Sirens, 

Christmas in July drag show, and a Rainbow 
Stitch ‘n’ Switch craft afternoon.

Presented by Banshees Bar & Artspace

10–13 July  
Banshees Bar & Artspace | Various | 18+

GROWING TOGETHER BY  
JACOB SARRA
Growing Together by local Goreng Goreng 
artist Jacob Sarra explores the enduring bond 
between a father and his two daughters, 
capturing love, connection and shared  
journeys through evocative artworks.

Presented by Yamanto Central

11–20 July | 10.00 am – 4.00 pm  
Ground Level, Yamanto Central | Free
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CONNECTED
Local Ipswich artists were invited to create 
a piece of artwork that reflects Ipswich’s 
unique culture, heritage and environment. 
Through the artwork the artists celebrate 
their traditions, share their stories and 
preserve Ipswich’s history. 

Presented by Arts Connect Ipswich

12–20 July | 10.00 am – 2.00 pm 
Booval Fair | Free

BIG BAND SPECTACULAR 
Featuring three Big Bands from Ipswich 
and surrounds playing music, you know 
and love, from the 1940s to today. Local 
professional and amateur musicians will 

thrill you with the sounds of trumpets, 
saxophones, trombones, and rhythm.

Sat 12 July | 7.00 pm 
St Paul’s Anglican Church Hall | $25

HIPSWICH
A one-night-only birthday bash 
starring Ipswich’s best. 

Presented by Ipswich Civic Centre  
and Everybody Now

Sat 19 July 7.30 pm 
Ipswich Civic Centre | $52

   SEE MORE                 SPARKIPSWICH.COM.AU
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FOLLOW IPSWICH FESTIVALS

SEE MORE  
SPARKIPSWICH.COM.AU

SECOND CHANCE 
Image courtesy of Sloane Stallan, Ugarapul Creation 
Story, 2025. Acrylic on Canvas, 90 x 125 cm. and Rhan 
Hooper, Coolamon and Hunting Boomerang, 2025. 
Mulga hardwood. Image by Louis Lim.

CONNECTED 
Image courtesy of Carole. K

GROWING TOGETHER 
Image courtesy of Jacob Sarra

STAY AND PLAY

Make your stay epic 
with fun adventures 
and award-winning 
dining. Learn more
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CELEBRATING 
50 YEARS

IPSWICH CIVIC CENTRE
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THE WESTSIDE 
SCRAMBLE 

26 JUNE
STUDIO 188

COMEDY @ STUDIO 188 
20 JUNE

9–10 APRIL

THE LIFE & TIMES 
OF LED ZEPPELIN 
28 JUNE

CIRQUE NOUVELLE 
5 JULY

HATCHERY 4305: 
PERMISSION 
GRANTED 
9–10 JULY
STUDIO 188

JIMEOIN 
6 JUNE

THE JOE COCKER 
EXPRESS 
7 JUNE

CROSSING THE DIVIDE
4 JUNE

MIXTAPE SESSIONS
JK-47 W/ DENZEL KENNEDY
5 JUNE
STUDIO 188

REGIONAL 
SCREENING 
OF BALLET 
PRELJOCAJ’S 
SWAN LAKE 
14 JUNE
STUDIO 188
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GROOVE 
TERMINATOR

DAFT PUNK TRIBUTE

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

11 JULY

VOiiiD Collective 
CAR Caro Francis CAR 

 B33fcake

FREE

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF ARTS, 
CULTURE AND COMMUNITY
Since 1975, Ipswich Civic Centre has been a vibrant cultural hub, 
bringing the community together through unforgettable performances 
and events. Made possible by passionate locals, Ipswich Civic Centre 
has hosted everything from local theatre to international acts over the 
past 50 years. This milestone celebrates our enthusiastic team – from 
front-of-house to behind the curtain – whose dedication drives it all.

Join us 11–19 July for  
a week of live music, 
great food and fun 
for all ages as 
we celebrate 
turning 50!
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CAR Misteria Towler CAR  
Lossi CAR SOLCHLD 

Denzel Kennedy

Circus Ipswich CAR Stelle 
 CAR The Emmavilles CAR

gregory CAR Paulina

13 JULY

12 JULY

FREE

FREE
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DAMIEN CAR Ode2Joy 
 CAR Buttercats CAR   

Corporate Services DJs

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

15 JULY

17 JULY

FREE
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SUPPORTED 
BY

Steve Mondel CAR Red Hill CAR Sherman & Field 

 Ipswich Has Comic Talent
 CAR Stitch in the ‘swich CAR

Franky Smart

19 JULY

18 JULY

FREE

FREE
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A one-night-only birthday bash  
starring Ipswich’s best.

19 JULY

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
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BEST 
OF QLD 

COMEDY 
SHOWCASE
30 AUGUST

THE ROBERTSON BROTHERS 
29 AUGUST

13–21 SEPTEMBER

Ipswichciviccentre.com.au/whats-on
(07) 3810 6100BOOK NOW 

THE AUSTRALIAN  
BEE GEES SHOW

7 AUGUST

THE FINNS TRIBUTE BAND
8 AUGUST
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ITEM: 3 

SUBJECT: CITY OF IPSWICH ECONOMIC UPDATE 

AUTHOR: ECONOMIC POLICY AND STRATEGY LEAD 

DATE: 21 MAY 2025 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report provides an update on the recently released economic data for the Ipswich Local 
Government Area.  

RECOMMENDATION/S 

That the Ipswich Economic Development Strategy Report be received and the 
contents noted. 

RELATED PARTIES 

There are no discernible related party conflicts of interest arising as a result of this report 
and its recommendation. 

IFUTURE THEME 

Vibrant and Growing 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

Ipswich Economic Update 

The latest Ipswich economic update confirms that our economy continues to go from 
strength to strength, with growth largely driven by Defence (Public Administration and 
Safety) and Manufacturing, which remain our highest valued industries.  

Ipswich City Council is one of the fastest growing local governments in Australia, with the 
data reflecting the scale of construction across the city. This financial year to March 2025, 
there was in excess of $1 billion in building approvals, predominantly from residential 
development. Construction also recorded the highest year on year growth in business 
numbers, representing a jump in rankings for the sector. 

Gross Regional Product  

The Gross Regional Product (GRP) of an area is the equivalent of Gross Domestic Product, 
but for a smaller area. It is the amount of region’s wealth which is generated by businesses, 
organisations and individuals working in the area. 
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The City of Ipswich’s GRP reached $15.08 billion in the year ending June 2024, reflecting a 
4.2% growth from the previous year (refer table 1 below). This not only reflects a higher rate 
of growth than the state of Queensland, which rose 2.95%, but also other local 
governments: 

• City of Moreton Bay - $23.81 billion (2.4% increase) 
• Gold Coast - $49.42 billion (1.96% increase) 
• Logan - $18.24 billion (2.6% increase)  
• Townsville - $15.32 billion (1.9% increase) 

 

 

Table 1 – Ipswich Gross Regional Product 

Exports 

Exports are sales of goods and services to non-resident households, businesses and other 
organisations, outside the City of Ipswich boundaries. 

The City of Ipswich exports were valued at $8.2 billion. An analysis of the total exports by 
industry sectors in the City of Ipswich in FY2023-2024 shows the three largest industries 
were: 

• Manufacturing ($3.5 billion or 42.2%) 

• Public Administration and Safety ($2 billion or 23.9%) 

• Transport, Postal and Warehousing ($701 million or 8.5%) 

In combination these three industries accounted for $6.2 billion in total or 74.6% of the total 
exports by industry in the City of Ipswich. 
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The largest changes in the total exports by industries between 2022/23 and 2023/24 in the 
City of Ipswich were for: 

• Transport, Postal and Warehousing (+$100 million) 

• Wholesale Trade (+$66 million) 

• Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Services (+$57 million) 

• Manufacturing (+$44 million) 

Compared to Queensland, City of Ipswich had a higher percentage of exports in Public 
Administration and Safety (23.9% compared to 5.3%) and Manufacturing (42.2% compared 
to 15.5%). This highlights the continued strength of our Defence (classified as Public 
Administration and Safety) and Manufacturing sectors (refer table 2 below).  

 

Table 2: Total Exports 

Local Employment  

In 2024, there were 95,532 jobs in the City of Ipswich, almost 500 more jobs than our 2027 
target in the Economic Development Strategy 2023-2027. This reflects a 3.8% change on the 
previous year, a higher rate of growth than Queensland that saw a growth of 3.2% in jobs 
between FY2022-2023 and FY2023-2024.  
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Table 3 below provides a breakdown of total jobs and table 4 provides the change in total 
jobs FY2022-2023 and FY2023-2024 by industry. 

 

Table 3: Total jobs 

 

 

Table 4: Change in total jobs FY22/23-FY23/24 
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The three (3) largest industries in 2024: 

• Health Care and Social Assistance – 17,206 local jobs 

• Education and Training – 10,948 local jobs  

• Manufacturing - 10,114 local jobs 

The top industries with the largest growth between 2023 and 2024 were: 

• Construction (+793 local jobs) 

• Manufacturing (+ 516 local jobs) 

• Transport, Postal and Warehousing (+504 local jobs) 

Businesses 

There were an estimated of 13,049 GST registered businesses in 2024 in the City of Ipswich 
(refer table 5 below). The industries with the largest portion of businesses included: 

• Construction – 18.7% (2,435 businesses) 

• Transport, Postal and Warehousing – 16.3% (2,125 businesses) 

• Professional, Scientific and Technical Services – 9.7% (1,263 businesses)  
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Table 5: Registered Businesses by Industry 
 
  



ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING AGENDA 

10 JUNE 
2025 

 

Page 54 of 59 

Building Approvals 

The total value of building approvals in the City of Ipswich was $1 billion for FY23/24 with 
residential development equating for a large portion of development (refer table 6 below).  

 

Table 6: Value of total building approvals. 

Economic Development Strategy Update 2023-2027 
The Ipswich Economic Development Strategy 2023-2027 provides the direction for the 
economic development program and guides its activities, key priorities seek to: 

• Competitively position Ipswich within South-East Queensland to attract investment 

• Review and evolve the organisation’s policy settings to ensure the organisation 
harnesses and supports appropriate economic development opportunities 

• Promote the city as a desirable place in which to invest, live, learn, work and play 
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Implementation actions under the Strategy are categorised under four (4) pillars:  

 

The last six monthly update on the progress of the Economic Development Strategy was 
provided to Council in December 2024. 

Key Priorities 

People 

Progress on the implementation plan for People for the past six months has included: 

• Council supported Department of Employment, Small Business and Training and Jobs 
Queensland who engaged UniSC to deliver the Workforce Planning for Business 
Course in Ipswich. 

• Delivered on regional skills development by actively engaging in the Wivenhoe Jobs 
Taskforce, Greater Springfield Regional Jobs Committee, and Skilling Queenslanders 
for Work Advisory Committee to align workforce qualifications with growth 
industries, strengthen connections between jobseekers and employers, and drive a 
collaborative skills plan with key government and industry stakeholders. 

 
Place 

Progress on the implementation plan for Place for the past six months has included:  

• Continuing to support investment attraction enquiries for new business establishing 
in Ipswich.  

• Continue to deliver Ipswich Central Revitalisation, highlights include securing $3.8 
million as part of the Urban Precinct Partnership Program for the cultural heart. 

• As a result of working with Planning and Regulatory Services, two new incentives 
have been developed: Hotel and Short-Term Accommodation and Housing Diversity 
and Affordability. 

• Continued to delivery on the 2032 Legacy Roadmap, with the 2025 Action Plan 
prepared focusing on:  

o Venue audit and team attraction; 

PEOPLE

Local job creation

PLACE

Destination of choice

PROSPERITY

Investment attraction and 
regional growth

PARTNERSHIPS

Well connected and 
engaged



ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING AGENDA 

10 JUNE 
2025 

 

Page 56 of 59 

o Connecting with Multi-Cultural Australia; 

o Looking for opportunities to expand the current urban greening works; and 

o Advocacy to all levels of government for games outcomes and investment in 
the city. 

Prosperity  

Progress on the implementation plan for Prosperity for the past six months has included: 

• New businesses are continuing to establish in Ipswich with the total number of 
registered businesses reaching 13,049, an increase of 665 business in 12 months. 

• Held two Business Booth sessions which continue to see strong demand with all 
sessions to date fully booked and a waitlist established, recording a 4.9/5 
satisfaction score.  

• In partnership with Tourism and Events Queensland and Brisbane Economic 
Development Agency Ipswich business participated in the Brisbane Region 
Welcomes You program that strengthens frontline service and guest hosting skills 
in the preparation for the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  

• Continued to engage with Council’s Sustainability Section and Procurement 
Branch to encourage businesses to operate more sustainably through policy 
improvements and uptake of the EcoBiz program.  

• On 15 May, Ipswich City Council welcomed delegates from a number of countries 
to Ipswich as a part of the Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Consular visit to encourage economic growth and investment 
attraction.  

Partnerships 

Progress on the implementation plan for Partnerships for the past six (6) months has 
included: 

• Advocated for our regionally significant projects as part the advocacy plan, with 
$200M committed for the Amberley Interchange as part of the Federal election. 

• Continued to meet regularly with State Government agencies such Department of 
State Development, Department of Tourism, Department of Small Business and 
Training, Department of Treasury . 

• Worked with the Ipswich and Greater Springfield Chambers of Commerce in 
delivery of the partnership agreements. 

• Launched the Business Support Program to establish a program of works to 
ensure we are meeting our commitments under the Queensland Small Business 
Friendly Charter. 
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• Participated in the Small Business Friendly Roundtable and the Small Business 
Friendly Program Review – Working Group. 

• Delivered the second annual New Business Breakfast with 112 registrations. 

Case Studies 

Western Grandstand  

Ipswich City Council completed the concept design for the North Ipswich Sport and 
Entertainment Precinct to deliver a new 2,000 seat western grandstand and field lighting.  
This $40 million project is the result of $20 million Federal, $10 million State and $10 million 
Council funding. Procurement has commenced for a design and construct contractor to deliver 
the project by mid-2027. 

Council continues to seek delivery funding for the next stages of the development to deliver a 
northern, eastern and southern seating area, upgrades to Len Johnson Oval and improved 
connectivity to the Ipswich Train Station and Ipswich Central. 

Federal Election Outcomes  

The Federal Election was held in May, resulting in $216.9 million of commitments for Ipswich, 
that will be delivered by the newly appointed Federal Government. This includes a $200 
million commitment towards our advocacy priority for Critical and Enabling Infrastructure: 
Amberly Interchange. 

Games Update  

The release of the 2032 Delivery Plan confirmed Brighton Homes Arena as an Olympics Venue, 
subject to final sports program. The 2032 Delivery Plan through the Games On! Program has 
committed to enhancing regional sporting and community facilities to create a legacy 
outcome for Rosewood Showgrounds, Ipswich Musketeers Baseball Club, North Tigers Junior 
Rugby League and Queens Park. In addition, the recently announced design for the North 
Ipswich Sport and Entertainment Precinct presents a major opportunity to support pre-Games 
training while encouraging greater community participation in sport. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Not Applicable 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The initiatives outlined in this report are in line with the Economic Development Strategy 
2023-2027. 
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
 
Based on the general nature of this report it is deemed that there are no risks associated 
with the recommendation. 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Strategy activities were delivered within budget and resource allocations provided in the 
Ipswich City Council 2024-2025 budgets. 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

 
Throughout the reporting period, each initiative outlined in this report had its own 
engagement strategy, involving both internal and external stakeholders. The Office of 
Economic Development has conducted consultations with relevant branches within the 
organisation and community stakeholders, aligning with our strategic objectives to enhance 
partnerships. 

CONCLUSION 
 
Ipswich’s economy continues to outperform, with the latest data confirming strong growth 
across key sectors. The city’s GRP has reached over $15 billion, driven by high-value 
industries such as Defence and Manufacturing. Construction continues to fuel expansion, 
reflected in record building approvals and the highest growth in jobs and businesses. With 
stronger export figures and rising employment, Ipswich is well-positioned for continued 
prosperity and investment attraction. 

The implementation of the Economic Development Strategy 2023-2027 is progressing well 
with key deliverables being achieved over the past six (6) months. 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACTS  

RECEIVE AND NOTE REPORT 

The Recommendation states that the report be received and the contents noted. The 
decision to receive and note the report does not limit human rights. Therefore, the 
decision is compatible with human rights. 
 

 
  
Gemma Rippon 
ECONOMIC POLICY AND STRATEGY LEAD 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Dan Heenan 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
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I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Ben Pole 
GENERAL MANAGER (COMMUNITY, CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT) 
  

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 
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