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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE AGENDA 
10 minutes after the conclusion of the Economic and Industry 
Development Committee on Wednesday, 1 December 2021 

Council Chambers 
 

Item No. Item Title Page No. 

 Declarations of Interest  

 Business Outstanding  

 Confirmation of Minutes  

1 Confirmation of Minutes of the Environment and Sustainability 
Committee No. 2021(10) of 4 November 2021 

7 

 Officers’ Reports  

2 Sustainability Strategy 10 

3 Outcomes - Youth Sustainability Summit 62 

 Notices of Motion  

 Matters Arising  

** Item includes confidential papers 
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 11 
 

1 DECEMBER 2021 
 

AGENDA 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 
 

 
BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 

 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
COMMITTEE NO. 2021(10) OF 4 NOVEMBER 2021 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Environment and Sustainability Committee No. 2021(10) 
held on 4 November 2021 be confirmed. 

 

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

 

2. SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY 

This is a report concerning the submission of the final draft of Ipswich’s 
Sustainability Strategy (Attachment 1) to Council for adoption.  A final round of 
community consultation has been undertaken, as has internal consultation with key 
stakeholders.  Minor amendments that do not materially change the strategy have 
been made in response to the internal and community consultation feedback to 
produce the final draft of the Sustainability Strategy. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Sustainability Strategy be received and adopted. 

 

3. OUTCOMES - YOUTH SUSTAINABILITY SUMMIT 

This is a report concerning the Ipswich Youth Sustainability Summit. The Summit 
was held at the Ipswich Civic Centre on Wednesday 3 November and was a full day 
forum for Primary School students in grades 4 & 5. The day was designed to educate 
and inform students on sustainability and to develop and be involved with 
sustainability projects, innovations or ideas identified as important within their 
community. 
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Students from Springfield Central State School will be attending the meeting to 
provide an overview of their experience at the Youth Sustainability Summit. A video 
will also be shown of students from Goodna State School who will also be providing 
an overview of their experience. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the outcomes of the Youth Sustainability Summit.  

 

 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
 

MATTERS ARISING 
 
.
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 2021(10) 

 
4 NOVEMBER 2021 

 
MINUTES 

COUNCILLORS’ ATTENDANCE: Councillor Russell Milligan (Chairperson); Councillors 
Andrew Fechner (Deputy Chairperson), Mayor Teresa 
Harding, Councillor Jacob Madsen and Kate Kunzelmann  

COUNCILLOR’S APOLOGIES: Nil  

OFFICERS’ ATTENDANCE: Acting Chief Executive Officer (Sonia Cooper), General 
Manager Community, Cultural and Economic Development 
(Ben Pole), General Manager Planning and Regulatory 
Services (Peter Tabulo), Acting General Manager Corporate 
Services (Sylvia Swalling), Manager Economic and 
Community Development (Cat Matson), Manager 
Communication and Engagement (Laura Bos), Senior Digital 
Media and Content Officer (Jodie Richter), Executive 
Services Manager (Wade Wilson), Natural Environment and 
Land Manager (Phil A Smith) and Theatre Technician (Trent 
Gray)  

 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 

 
Nil 

 

 
BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 

Nil 
 

 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
COMMITTEE NO. 2021(09) OF 7 OCTOBER 2021 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Mayor Teresa Harding: 
Seconded by Councillor Jacob Madsen: 

That the minutes of the Environment and Sustainability Committee held on 
7 October 2021 be confirmed. 
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AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

 

2. ENVIROPLAN 25 YEARS CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS 

Ipswich Enviroplan celebrated 25 years in 2021.  The Enviroplan 25 Years 
campaign had two (2) major purposes: 

• To coordinate an awareness campaign to celebrate Ipswich Enviroplan's 
25th anniversary. 

• To encourage conservation and environment education and behaviour 
change. 

This is a report concerning the Ipswich Enviroplan 25 years campaign highlights. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Jacob Madsen: 
Seconded by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 

That Council receive and note the key highlights pertaining to celebrating 
25 years of Ipswich Enviroplan.  

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION 
 

Nil 
 

 

3. MATTERS ARISING 

The Manager, Environment and Sustainability addressed the committee to 
outline a correction required to the  Ipswich Rivers Improvement Trust 2021-2022 
Annual Precept Report from the Environment and Sustainability Committee 
Meeting of 2 September 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Russell Milligan: 
Seconded by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 

That the minutes notate a correction to the Ipswich Rivers Improvement Trust 
2021-2022 Annual Precept Report presented to Council’s Environment and 
Sustainability Committee on 2 September 2021, being the removal of the 
incorrect paragraph as follows: 
 
“If there is a failure to negotiate and agree on an amount within a reasonable 
timeframe, the amount the local government must contribute will be the 
amount decided by the Minister”. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 

 

 

PROCEDURAL MOTIONS AND FORMAL MATTERS 

The meeting commenced at 11.17 am. 

The meeting closed at 11.34 am. 
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Doc ID No: A7700468 

  

ITEM: 2 

SUBJECT: SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY 

AUTHOR: SENIOR SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER 

DATE: 9 NOVEMBER 2021 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning the submission of the final draft of Ipswich’s Sustainability 
Strategy (Attachment 1) to Council for adoption.  A final round of community consultation 
has been undertaken, as has internal consultation with key stakeholders.  Minor 
amendments that do not materially change the strategy have been made in response to the 
internal and community consultation feedback to produce the final draft of the Sustainability 
Strategy. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Sustainability Strategy be received and adopted. 

RELATED PARTIES 

There was no declaration of conflicts of interest. 

IFUTURE THEME 

Natural and Sustainable 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

Following the Mayor and Councillor Workshop for the draft Sustainability Strategy held on 
7 September 2021, amendments were made to the strategy in response to the comments 
provided at the workshop and an updated tracked-change version was provided back to the 
Mayor and Councillors via a Councillor’s Briefing Note dated 13 September 2021.  

The amended Sustainability Strategy was then circulated for a final community consultation 
‘check-in’ phase to verify community support for the content and strategic direction of the 
strategy.  Community consultation consisted of eight face-to-face sessions at council’s 
libraries and select shopping centres and an online survey on Shape Your Ipswich (SYI).  The 
results of this consultation were positive, in that the feedback was consistent with the 
feedback from the previous community consultation work and aligned with the themes of 
the newly drafted Sustainability Strategy (refer to Attachment 2 for the community 
consultation report). 

Alongside the community consultation sessions, further internal consultation was 
undertaken with key stakeholders across council departments.  The internal cross-
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departmental consultation resulted in refining some of the actions in the strategy and the 
sessions also served to socialise the content of the strategy more broadly. 

Feedback and comments from both internal and community consultation efforts have been 
incorporated into the final draft of the strategy and minor amendments made in the 
following action and focus areas of the strategy: 

• Sustainable Council 

o Water Efficiency 

o Resource Recovery and Waste Minimisation 

• Climate Adaptation 

o Urban Heat and Urban Greening 

o Disaster Management 

• Natural Environment and Healthy Waterways 

o Natural Environment and Cultural Landscapes 

o Waterways and Wetlands 

The nature of the amendments does not materially change the intent and direction of the 
Sustainability Strategy from the version presented at the community consultation or the 
Mayor and Councillor Briefing session. 

LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Local Government Act 2009 
Environmental Protection Act 1994 
Ipswich City Council Sustainability Policy (Nov 2020) 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

• Corporate responsibility risk – Council is able to ensure that Council’s activities are 
undertaken in a sustainable manner from an economic, social (including cultural), 
environmental and governance perspective and on behalf of the Ipswich community. 

• Reputational risk – should Council not proceed in delivering the Sustainability 
Strategy, there is reputational risk as this strategy is a catalyst project in iFuture. 

• Operational risk – the Sustainability Strategy provides the strategic pathway to 
operate more efficiently (resource conservation and cost savings) and to identify risks 
associated with climate change. 
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• Legal risks – the Sustainability Strategy identifies the requirement to undertake 
climate risk analysis for the organisation to ensure that those risks are fully 
understood and can be planned for. 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACTS 

OTHER DECISION 

  

(a) What is the 
Act/Decision being 
made? 

That the Sustainability Strategy be received and adopted.  
 

(b) What human rights 
are affected? 

- Right to life 
- Cultural rights (section 27) 
- Cultural rights 

 

(c) How are the human 
rights limited? 

If the Sustainability Strategy is not adopted, there is the 
potential for the human rights (identified above) to be 
impacted/ limited by not ensuring there are strategies in place 
to protect intergenerational equity and preservation of cultural 
place and practice. 
 

(d) Is there a good 
reason for limiting 
the relevant rights? 
Is the limitation fair 
and reasonable? 

Not applicable – by adopting the Sustainability Strategy, human 
rights will not be limited. 

(e) Conclusion The decision is consistent with human rights. 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Whilst a high-level implementation plan has been developed alongside the Sustainability 
Strategy, a more detailed five-year implementation plan is currently being established.  The 
detailed five-year implementation plan will be utilised to create project briefs and business 
cases to submit as part of the capital and operational budget builds in the coming financial 
years. 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

The community consultation report for the Sustainability Strategy can be found in 
Attachment 2.   

Key results and findings from the community consultation efforts were as follows: 

- 111 people were engaged in face-to-face consultation 

- 44 people responded to the strategy on SYI 
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- Feedback from the community with this round of consultation was consistent with 
previous consultation 

- There was strong agreement and agreement regarding the strategy’s goal and 
strategic framework 

- There was strong agreement and agreement regarding the ‘Climate Adaptation’ 
Priority Action Area, and the ‘Transport and Mobility’ and ‘Circular Economy’ Action 
Areas 

- In the face-to-face community consultation sessions, it was observed that younger 
people were more keenly engaged and interested in the sustainability conversation 
than the previous consultation sessions in 2020 i.e. they approached the pop-up stall 
to talk with council staff regarding sustainability and climate change 

Internal consultation was also conducted across 15 cross-departmental teams in council who 
were identified as key stakeholders in delivering the strategy and who had been engaged 
previously in the strategy development.  The internal consultation helped to refine some of 
the strategy action items from a practical delivery perspective. 

CONCLUSION 

The Sustainability Strategy for Ipswich has been finalised after undertaking community and 
internal consultation throughout October and early November 2021.  Comments have been 
provided, considered and incorporated into the final draft of the strategy.  Ipswich’s 
Sustainability Strategy is ready to be approved and adopted by Council. 

ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Sustainability Strategy ⇩  
2. Sustainable Ipswich Engagement Report November 2021 ⇩  

  
Samantha Smith 
SENIOR SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Matthew Pinder 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Kaye Cavanagh 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Sean Madigan 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER - INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
  

ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_files/ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_Attachment_13715_1.PDF
ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_files/ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_Attachment_13715_2.PDF


ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
MEETING AGENDA 

1 DECEMBER 
2021 

 

Page 14 of 71 

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 
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Doc ID No: A7702750 

  

ITEM: 3 

SUBJECT: OUTCOMES - YOUTH SUSTAINABILITY SUMMIT  

AUTHOR: ACTING NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

DATE: 10 NOVEMBER 2021 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning the Ipswich Youth Sustainability Summit. The Summit was held at 
the Ipswich Civic Centre on Wednesday 3 November and was a full day forum for Primary 
School students in grades 4 & 5. The day was designed to educate and inform students on 
sustainability and to develop and be involved with sustainability projects, innovations or 
ideas identified as important within their community. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive and note the outcomes of the Youth Sustainability Summit.  

RELATED PARTIES 

There was no declaration of conflicts of interest  

Companies involved 

• Down2Earth 

• Mallow Sustainability  

• Wilderness Protection Society QLD 

• Natura Education 

• Solar Schools 

• South East Queensland Water  

• Ipswich City Council Resource Recovery  

• Ipswich City Council Natural Environment and Land Management  

Schools involved 

• Goonda State School – Presented  

• Springfield Central State School – Presented  
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• Sacred Heart Catholic School 

• Leichhardt State School 

• Redbank Plains State School 

• Ipswich Junior Grammar School  

• Greater Springfield Homeschoolers  

• Ipswich West State School 

• St Peter’s Lutheran College 

• Woodcrest State School 

• Ipswich Central State School 

IFUTURE THEME 

Natural and Sustainable 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 
 

As part of Sustainable Ipswich Month a series of events and educational activities were 
delivered throughout November 2021 in accordance with the core local government 
principles. The purpose of the campaign is to engage residents of all demographic 
backgrounds in discussions and to enhance public awareness about sustainability and local 
environmental issues. 

The key highlight was the Ipswich Youth Sustainability Summit at the Ipswich Civic Centre 
held on Wednesday 3 November. The Summit was a full day forum for Primary School 
students in grades 4 & 5. The day was designed to educate and inform students on 
sustainability and to develop and be involved with sustainability projects, innovations or 
ideas identified as important within their community. The key highlights shown in 
Attachment 3 demonstrate that students walk away from the Summit feeling empowered to 
make a difference and return home and to school with ideas for the future.  

Attachment 1 showcases the program for the Summit with a combination of presentations 
from sustainability groups and Springfield Central State School and Goodna State School. 
Later sessions included rotating workshops on waste and composting, climate and solar, and 
biodiversity in Ipswich.  

 
Attachment 2 showcases action plans which were developed by students from all schools to 
implement the sustainability messages from the day.  

LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Local Government Act 2009 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

There are no perceived risks associated with this recommendation  
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HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACTS  

RECEIVE AND NOTE REPORT 

The recommendation states that the report be received and the contents noted. The 
decision to receive and note the report does not limit human rights. Therefore, the 
decision is compatible with human rights. 
 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Costs associated with the Youth Sustainability Summit were within the operational budget 
and totalled $20,000 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

No comments were made by the following stakeholders other than that they agree with the 
information in this report. The following stakeholders and community groups were 
consulted during the development and planning of the Youth Sustainability Summit 

• Environment and Sustainability Branch 

o Natural Environment and Land Management  

o Sustainability  

o Resource and Recovery  

• Marketing and Promotions Branch  

• Communications and Engagement Branch  

• Local schools across the Ipswich LGA 

• Local suppliers and presenters  

CONCLUSION 

The Youth Sustainability Summit 2021 achieved its objectives to educate and share 
awareness on sustainability messages to better enhance their schools and their city. The 
actions plans developed at the end of the Summit clearly demonstrated the success of 
learning from a variety of students, presenters and other inspiring youth.  

ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Program Youth Sustainability Summit ⇩  
2. Action Plan Summary ⇩  
3, Key Highlights ⇩  

ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_files/ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_Attachment_13720_1.PDF
ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_files/ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_Attachment_13720_2.PDF
ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_files/ESC_20211201_AGN_2854_AT_Attachment_13720_3.PDF
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4, Photo of students during the Summit ⇩  
5. Photo of all students ⇩  

  
Stephani Macarthur 
ACTING NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Phil A. Smith 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Kaye Cavanagh 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Sean Madigan 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER - INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
  

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 
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