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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE AGENDA 
10 minutes after the conclusion of the Economic and Industry 

Development Committee on Thursday, 7 October 2021 
Council Chambers 

 

Item No. Item Title Page No. 

 Declarations of Interest  

 Business Outstanding  

 Confirmation of Minutes  

1 Confirmation of Minutes of the Environment and Sustainability 
Committee No. 2021(08) of 2 September 2021 

7 

 Officers’ Reports  

2 Bremer Catchment Management Officer - Progress of Recruitment 
in Partnership with Scenic Rim Council and South East Queensland 
Council of Mayors 

14 

3 Review and Update of the Local Disaster Management Sub Plan - 
Public Information and Warnings 

22 

4 2021-2022 Seasonal Preparedness 94 

 Notices of Motion  

 Matters Arising  

** Item includes confidential papers 
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 9 
 

7 OCTOBER 2021 
 

AGENDA 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 
 

 
BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 

 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
COMMITTEE NO. 2021(08) OF 2 SEPTEMBER 2021 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 September 2021 be confirmed. 

 

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

 

2. BREMER CATCHMENT MANAGMENT OFFICER - PROGRESS OF RECRUITMENT IN 
PARTNERHSIP WITH SCENIC RIM COUNCIL AND SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND 
COUNCIL OF MAYORS 

This is a report concerning the progress of recommendations from the report to the 
Environment and Sustainability Committee 11 March 2021 (Attachment 1) 
concerning The Bremer River Catchment Manager Role.  Specifically, Ipswich City 
Council’s partnership with Scenic Rim Regional Council and the South East 
Queensland Council of Mayors (CoMSEQ) through the Resilient Rivers Initiative (RRI) 
and supporting the establishment of a Bremer River Catchment Management 
Officer role. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the report be received and the contents noted. 

 

3. REVIEW AND UPDATE OF THE LOCAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT SUB PLAN - PUBLIC 
INFORMATION AND WARNINGS 

This is a report concerning the review and amendments to the Local Disaster 
Management Sub Plan – Public Information and Warnings. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

A. That the Local Disaster Management Sub Plan – Public Information and Warnings, 
as detailed in Attachment 3 be approved. 

B. That the Chief Executive Officer, in consultation with the Mayor, be authorised to 
make amendments deemed necessary based on further comment received from 
members of the Local Disaster Management Group, who form part of the 
governance arrangements for the adoption of this plan. 

 

4. 2021-2022 SEASONAL PREPAREDNESS 

This is a report concerning council’s preparedness activities in relation to the 2021-
2022 severe weather season, which typically runs from October through April. In 
addition to an increasing chance of La Niña, which typically brings more rainfall to 
Queensland, the Bureau of Meteorology forecast for October to December 
currently indicates that South East Queensland is likely to experience warmer than 
average nights and above average rainfall. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the report be received and the contents noted. 

 

 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
 

MATTERS ARISING 
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 2021(08) 

 
2 SEPTEMBER 2021 

 
MINUTES 

COUNCILLORS’ ATTENDANCE: Councillor Russell Milligan (Chairperson); Councillors 
Andrew Fechner (Deputy Chairperson), Mayor Teresa 
Harding, Jacob Madsen, Kate Kunzelmann and Marnie 
Doyle (Observer)  

COUNCILLOR’S APOLOGIES: Nil  

OFFICERS’ ATTENDANCE: Acting Chief Executive Officer (Sonia Cooper), Acting 
General Manager Infrastructure and Environment (Sean 
Madigan), General Manager Planning and Regulatory 
Services (Peter Tabulo), Natural Environment and Land 
Manager (Phil A. Smith), Team Leader (Strategic 
Catchment and Conservation Planning)(Tim Shields), 
Acting Manager Environment and Sustainability (Matthew 
Pinder), Manager Communication and Engagement (Laura 
Bos), Senior Digital Media and Content Officer (Jodie 
Richter), Native Title and Cultural Heritage Officer (Tina 
Longford), Senior Policy and Communications Officer 
(David Shaw), ProAv Professional Services Technician 
(Bradley Hebbard) and Theatre Technician (Harrison Cate)  

 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 

Councillor Madsen advised that in relation to Item 3 titled Ipswich Rivers Improvement 
Trust 2021-2022 Annual Precept, both Councillor Fechner and himself are appointed by 
Council to the Ipswich Rivers Improvement Trust. 
 

 
BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 

 
Nil 

 

 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
COMMITTEE NO. 2021(07) OF 5 AUGUST 2021 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
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Seconded by Mayor Teresa Harding: 

That the minutes of the Environment and Sustainability Committee 
No. 2021(07) held on 5 August 2021 be confirmed. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

 

2. TRADITIONAL OWNER REFERENCE GROUP 

This is a report concerning the establishment of the Traditional Owner Reference 
Group and its subsequent role, relationship and responsibilities with Ipswich City 
Council (Council) and the Native Title Party. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Councillor Jacob Madsen: 

***A. That Council endorse the formation of the Traditional Owner Reference Group 
as detailed in the Draft Terms of Reference outlined in Attachment 1. 

 
***B. That Council endorse the proposed structure of the roles, relationships and 

responsibilities for the Traditional Owner Reference Group, Council and the 
Native Title Party as defined in Attachment 3. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
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3. IPSWICH RIVERS IMPROVEMENT TRUST 2021-2022 ANNUAL PRECEPT 

This is a report is concerning the 2021-2022 annual precept for the Ipswich Rivers 
Improvement Trust (IRIT), as per Part 6 Division 2 section 14(1) of the River 
Improvement Trust Act 1940. 

Council is liable to contribute to the trust each year the sum prescribed in the 
precept. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Mayor Teresa Harding: 

A. That Council negotiate with the Ipswich Rivers Improvement Trust to agree on 
an alternative sum for their 2021-2022 Precept for a reduced works program 
this year. 

B. That Council work in partnership with the Ipswich Rivers Improvement Trust to 
develop an agreed 3-5 year works program and funding model. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 

4. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT POLICY 

This is a report concerning Ipswich City Council’s Natural Environment Policy. The 
policy has been developed to fill a policy gap. Extensive internal and external 
consultation was undertaken when developing the policy. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Mayor Teresa Harding: 

That the policy titled ‘Natural Environment Policy’ as detailed in Attachment 1 
be adopted. 
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AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 

 

5. IPSWICH PLATYPUS E-DNA MONITORING REPORT FOR 2020-2021 

This is a report concerning the results of Ipswich City Council’s 2020-2021 
platypus eDNA (environmental DNA) monitoring program. This sampling 
represents the fifth and most extensive platypus monitoring event council has 
undertaken across the city’s waterways. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Councillor Jacob Madsen: 

A. That the platypus eDNA monitoring program be continued annually to monitor 
the city’s existing populations, as well as transient individuals moving 
throughout systems. 

B. That habitat protection and improvement be conducted around key strongholds 
such as the Woogaroo, Sandy and Opossum Creek catchments to ensure the 
long-term sustainability of these populations. 

C. That detailed habitat assessments be undertaken to identify areas of high-
quality habitat and better understand key threats to platypus sustainability. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 
  



ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
MEETING AGENDA 

7 OCTOBER 
2021 

 

Page 11 of 96 

6. STORMWATER QUALITY OFFSET PROGRAM ANNUAL REPORT 

This is a report concerning the Stormwater Quality Offset’s Program status from 
commencement until June 2021. It consists of an overview of the program’s rules, 
list of water quality improvement projects delivered to date including 
expenditure, liability, efficiency and most recent implementation plan review. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Mayor Teresa Harding: 

That the Ipswich City Council Stormwater Quality Offset Program Annual update 
report be received and the contents noted.  

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 

7. DISABILITY INCLUSIVE DISASTER RISK REDUCTION PROJECT 

This is a report concerning the Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction Project 
undertaken by Council throughout 2020-2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Mayor Teresa Harding: 
Seconded by Councillor Kate Kunzelmann: 

That the report be received and the contents noted. 
 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
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The motion was put and carried. 
 

 

8. GET READY QUEENSLAND WEEK 2021 

This is a report concerning Get Ready Queensland Week in October 2021 and the 
community education, awareness, and engagement activities that council will 
carry out in support of the initiative.  

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Mayor Teresa Harding: 
Seconded by Councillor Kate Kunzelmann: 

That the report be received and the contents noted. 
 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 

9. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSONS FOR THE LOCAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT GROUP AND 
THE LOCAL RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE GROUP 

This is a report concerning the appointment of an additional Deputy Chairperson 
to the City of Ipswich Local Disaster Management Group and a Deputy 
Chairperson to the City of Ipswich Local Recovery and Resilience Group. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Mayor Teresa Harding: 
Seconded by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 

A. That Council appoint Councillor Russell Milligan as the secondary Deputy 
Chairperson of the City of Ipswich Local Disaster Management Group. 

B. That Council appoint Councillor Russell Milligan as the Deputy Chairperson of 
the City of Ipswich Local Recovery and Resilience Group. 
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AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
Nil 

 

 
MATTERS ARISING 

 
Nil 

 

 

PROCEDURAL MOTIONS AND FORMAL MATTERS 

The meeting commenced at 12.42 pm. 

The meeting closed at 1.16 pm. 
 

 
***Refer Council Ordinary Meeting of 16 September 2021 for amendment 
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Doc ID No: A7500648 

  

ITEM: 2 

SUBJECT: BREMER CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT OFFICER - PROGRESS OF RECRUITMENT 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SCENIC RIM COUNCIL AND SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND 
COUNCIL OF MAYORS 

AUTHOR: NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

DATE: 20 AUGUST 2021 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning the progress of recommendations from the report to the 
Environment and Sustainability Committee 11 March 2021 (Attachment 1) concerning The 
Bremer River Catchment Manager Role.  Specifically, Ipswich City Council’s partnership with 
Scenic Rim Regional Council and the South East Queensland Council of Mayors (CoMSEQ) 
through the Resilient Rivers Initiative (RRI) and supporting the establishment of a Bremer 
River Catchment Management Officer role. 

RECOMMENDATION/S 

That the report be received and the contents noted. 

RELATED PARTIES 

Scenic Rim Council 

South East Queensland Council of Mayors  

IFUTURE THEME 

Natural and Sustainable 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

The Resilient Rivers Initiative (RRI) was developed by CoMSEQ in response to the large scale 
environmental and water quality impacts of the 2011, 2013 and 2015 flood events.  These 
events saw extensive damage to local rivers and waterways, loss of productive agriculture 
land, and sediment impacts to the waterways of Brisbane, Ipswich and surrounds.   

Under the Resilient Rivers Initiative (RRI), a number of Catchment Action Plans (CAPs) were 
developed across South East Queensland, including the Bremer River CAP.  

The objective of the CAP is to facilitate whole of the catchment planning; collaborative 
working arrangements; list strategic projects and programs; and ultimately to protect and 
improve waterway stability and resilience in the Bremer River Catchment.  Many of the 
catchments in South East Queensland, including the Bremer River, cross multiple local 
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authority boundaries and as such require whole of catchment management collaboration 
and partnerships.   

A priority action within the Bremer River CAP is the establishment of a Bremer River 
Catchment Management Officer. 

As per the recommendation and associated resolution of the report tabled to Committee on 
11 March 2021, $30,000 of Ipswich City Council funds were committed to support this 
partnership and the role.  This money will add to the $190,000 already committed through 
the Resilient Rivers Initiative. The payment from ICC has since been made to Scenic Rim who 
auspice and administer to role. In July a recruitment committee consisting of Scenic Rim 
Council Officers and the Natural Environment and Land Manager at Ipswich City Council 
completed interviews and selected a preferred candidate.  That Candidate has since 
accepted the offer and began in their role on 30 August 2021. 

The officer will be spending a proportion their time with Ipswich City Council delivering 
programs identified in the Catchment Action Plan and facilitating a network of organisations 
and groups working on Natural Resource Management projects or in the Bremer River 
Catchment. 

Ipswich City Council also remains an active member of the Resilient Rivers Western Working 
group a forum for Councils and organisations to share learnings and practises around 
catchment and waterway project works. 

It is envisaged that as well as delivering outstanding actions the Officer will take a lead in 
reviewing the original plan with considerations to actions completed and new priorities and 
data. 

LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Local Government Regulation 2012 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Associated risks in regard to this project lie outside the organisation predominantly with 
Scenic Rim Council.  Ipswich City Council will be privy to annual joint reporting around the 
progress of work in order to judge the value of the Investment. 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACTS  

RECEIVE AND NOTE REPORT 
 
The recommendation states that the report be received, and the contents noted. The decision to 
receive and note the report does not limit human rights. Therefore, the decision is compatible 
with human rights. 
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FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

The financial commitment of $30,000 was made last financial year.  Ipswich City Council has 
made further commitments of in-kind support through the provision of associated 
office/desk space and access to fleet. 

Depending on the success of the officer role in delivering against Council’s Corporate 
objectives this year the financial commitment may be replicated or reviewed in following 
years. 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

The development of the Bremer River Catchment Action Plan (CAP), which recommended 
the establishment of this role and will guide the projects to be delivered, was compiled 
collaboratively through a series of three workshops where active input was received from 
Ipswich City Council, Scenic Rim Regional Council, CoMSEQ, and multiple community 
stakeholders including the Bremer Catchment Association, the Bremer River Network, West 
Moreton Land Care, Boonah Land Care, and Native Plants Queensland. 

State Government through the Department of Environment and Science also provided input 
through the workshop process and subsequently commenting on drafts of the plan. 

The position description for the Catchment Management Officer was drafted jointly 
between officers from Scenic Rim Regional Council and Ipswich City Council and approved by 
Officers representing CoMSEQ. 

Conversation and consultation with the Resilient Rivers task force and CoMSEQ officers are 
ongoing.  

The Environment and Sustainability Committee and Council were consulted through the 
previous report process. 

CONCLUSION 

In line with the Council endorsed recommendation from the Report to this Committee on 
11 March 2021 Council has progressed the financial payment to Scenic Rim Regional Council 
in support of the Bremer River Catchment Manager Officer.  Further Council officers have 
been involved in the recruitment and established and offered the position to a prefer 
candidate who accepted with a start day of 30 August 2021 for 12 months.  The officer will 
work with both councils within the Bremer Catchment to deliver actions from the Bremer 
River Catchment Action Plan and build networks with partners and landowners. 

This is the first time the Bremer River catchment has had an officer working collaboratively 
across the whole catchment and marks a step forward for the region in terms of integrated 
Catchment management. 

The officer will also look to begin the process of reviewing the Bremer Catchment Action 
Plan in line with the recommendations and intention of the original inaugural Plan. 
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ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Environment and Sustainability Committee Report of 11 March 2021 - Proposal 
for Bremer River Catchment Management Officer ⇩  

  
Phil A. Smith 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Kaye Cavanagh 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
  

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 

ESC_20211007_AGN_2852_AT_files/ESC_20211007_AGN_2852_AT_Attachment_13425_1.PDF
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Doc ID No: A7504908 

  

ITEM: 3 

SUBJECT: REVIEW AND UPDATE OF THE LOCAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT SUB PLAN - 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND WARNINGS 

AUTHOR: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER 

DATE: 23 AUGUST 2021 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning the review and amendments to the Local Disaster Management 
Sub Plan – Public Information and Warnings. 

RECOMMENDATION/S 

A. That the Local Disaster Management Sub Plan – Public Information and Warnings, 
as detailed in Attachment 3 be approved. 

B. That the Chief Executive Officer, in consultation with the Mayor, be authorised to 
make amendments deemed necessary based on further comment received from 
members of the Local Disaster Management Group, who form part of the 
governance arrangements for the adoption of this plan. 

RELATED PARTIES 

There are no related party matters nor conflicts of interest associated with this report.  

IFUTURE THEME 

Safe, Inclusive and Creative 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

In accordance with section 57 of the Disaster Management Act 2003, “a local government 
must prepare a plan (a local disaster management plan) for disaster management in the 
local government’s area”.  This may include the preparation of any disaster management sub 
plans deemed necessary. 

Council identified that a sub plan for public information and warnings was necessary and 
prepared the same, this was adopted by the Infrastructure and Emergency Management 
Committee No 2018 (04) of 16 April 2018 and Council Ordinary Meeting of 23 April 2018 
(Attachment 1). 

The 2018 plan has been reviewed and updated to reflect changes in practice from the 
release of the Australia’s Warnings System.  The updated plan, with amendments identified 
using track changes are outlined in Attachment 2.  
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Attachment 3 contains the final draft of the sub plan being submitted for consideration by 
this committee.  

LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Disaster Management Act 2003 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

If the sub plan is not approved, there are potential compliance risks regarding the failure to 
meet a legislated requirement under the Disaster Management Act 2003. There are also 
potential reputational risks should a disaster occur, and the sub plan is not current. 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACTS 

NON-DISCRETIONARY DECISION 

Recommendation A states, that Council approve the Local Disaster Management Sub Plan 
– Public Information and Warnings, (Attachment 3). Council has no ability to act 
differently/make a different decision because of section 57 (1) of the Disaster 
Management Act 2003, which requires Council to ‘prepare a plan (a local disaster 
management plan) for disaster management in the local government’s area’ and Section 
23(f) and 30(e) both state that one of the functions of the Local  Disaster Management 
Group is to ensure the community is aware of the ways of mitigating the adverse effects of 
an event, and preparing for, responding to and recovering from a disaster.   
 
Therefore, while the proposed decision may not be compatible with human rights 
Council’s decision will not be unlawful under the Human Rights Act 2019.  
 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

There are no additional financial implications that will result from the adoption of this 
report. 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

There has been no community consultation regarding this report.  Opportunity for feedback 
was provided to the City of Ipswich LDMG and feedback where provided, has been 
incorporated into the draft.   

CONCLUSION 

The updated sub plan fulfils the requirement of the Disaster Management Act 2003 and 
ensures that Council’s approach is aligned with the Queensland State Disaster Management 
Plan and current practices. 
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ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. 2018 Public Information and Warnings Sub Plan ⇩  
2. 2021 Public Information and Warnings Sub Plan - tracked changes ⇩  
3. 2021 Public Information and Warnings Sub Plan - Final Draft ⇩  

  
Matthew Pinder 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Phil A. Smith 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Kaye Cavanagh 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
  

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 

ESC_20211007_AGN_2852_AT_files/ESC_20211007_AGN_2852_AT_Attachment_13428_1.PDF
ESC_20211007_AGN_2852_AT_files/ESC_20211007_AGN_2852_AT_Attachment_13428_2.PDF
ESC_20211007_AGN_2852_AT_files/ESC_20211007_AGN_2852_AT_Attachment_13428_3.PDF
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Doc ID No: A7561021 

  

ITEM: 4 

SUBJECT: 2021-2022 SEASONAL PREPAREDNESS 

AUTHOR: SENIOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICER 

DATE: 14 SEPTEMBER 2021 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This is a report concerning council’s preparedness activities in relation to the 2021-2022 
severe weather season, which typically runs from October through April. In addition to an 
increasing chance of La Niña, which typically brings more rainfall to Queensland, the Bureau 
of Meteorology forecast for October to December currently indicates that South East 
Queensland is likely to experience warmer than average nights and above average rainfall. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the report be received and the contents noted. 

RELATED PARTIES 

There are no conflicts of interest. 

IFUTURE THEME 

Safe, Inclusive and Creative 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 

Disaster and emergency management is a whole of Council responsibility, supported and 
undertaken by all departments and service delivery units. Accordingly, all council staff will 
have the opportunity in October to attend Seasonal Briefings contextualised for Ipswich 
which will include a bushfire outlook provided by the Rural Fire Service and a weather 
outlook provided by a Meteorologist from the Early Warning Network.  

To bolster council’s capability to respond to disasters in Ipswich by establishing the Local 
Disaster Coordination Centre, approximately 30 staff from various sections across council 
undertook disaster coordination centre training in May 2021. This has since been 
supplemented with regular learning opportunities and will be supported with further 
incident management training in November. 

Arrangements are being finalised to facilitate training, exercises, and workshops in 
November for key internal stakeholder groups with very different disaster management 
responsibilities including Councillors, the Executive Leadership Team and the Local Recovery 
and Resilience Group (LRG) and Recovery Taskforces. 
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To ensure council is well placed to ensure redundancy of key roles and support fatigue 
management during protracted disaster events, council recently resolved to appoint a 
Deputy Chair to the LRG and an additional deputy to the role of Chair, Local Disaster 
Management Group (refer Report no. 13387 Deputy Chairpersons for the Local Disaster 
Management Group and the Local Recovery and Resilience Group). 

Council has also been and will continue throughout the season, to review its standard annual 
seasonal preparedness logistics including, but not limited to reviewing evacuation centre 
arrangements; testing facilities and equipment; participating in multi-agency exercises; 
undertaking internal seasonal preparedness training and exercise regimes; and monitoring 
and reporting on potential threats to the Ipswich community. 

LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Disaster Management Act 2003 
Ipswich City Council Disaster Management Policy 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

The Disaster Management Act 2003 asserts that Local Governments are primarily 
responsible for managing disaster events within their area, thus severe weather season 
always carries a level of risk for council. The seasonal preparedness activities outlined above 
place council in a good position to mitigate that risk through appropriate planning, response 
and recovery arrangements. 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS IMPACTS  

RECEIVE AND NOTE REPORT 

The recommendation states that the report be received, and the contents noted. The 
decision to receive and note the report does not limit human rights. Therefore, the 
decision is compatible with human rights. 
 

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Seasonal preparedness activities are developed and delivered within organisational budgets. 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

Community education and awareness are important elements of council’s seasonal 
preparedness program and include a general seasonal awareness campaign and event-
related notifications delivered through social media and other channels.  

In addition, council is undertaking several community engagement activities during Get 
Ready Queensland Week (10-17 October) which have been detailed in the following reports 
recently approved by Council in September 2021: Report no. 13388 Get Ready Queensland 
Week 2021 and Report no. 13362 Get Ready Community Safety and Crime Prevention Expo. 
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CONCLUSION 

While severe weather season will always carry a level of risk for council, the seasonal 
preparedness activities outlined in this report place council in a good position to mitigate 
that risk both internally, in relationship to the broader disaster management arrangements, 
and in partnership with the community. 
  
Kristie Mckenna 
SENIOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Matthew Pinder 
ACTING MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Phil A. Smith 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Kaye Cavanagh 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
  

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community”  
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