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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE AGENDA 
10 minutes after the conclusion of the Economic and Industry 

Development Committee on Thursday, 15 April 2021 
Council Chambers 

 

Item No. Item Title Page No. 

 Declarations of Interest  

 Business Outstanding  

 Confirmation of Minutes  

1 Confirmation of Minutes of the Environment and Sustainability 
Committee No. 2021(02) of 11 March 2021 

5 

 Officers’ Reports  

2 Little Liverpool Range Initiative Update 10 

 Notices of Motion  

 Matters Arising  

** Item includes confidential papers 
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 3 
 

15 APRIL 2021 
 

AGENDA 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 
 

 
BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 

 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
COMMITTEE NO. 2021(02) OF 11 MARCH 2021 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 March 2021 be confirmed. 

 

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

 

2. LITTLE LIVERPOOL RANGE INITIATIVE UPDATE 

This report is regarding Council’s continued support and partnership with the 
Turner Family Foundation and Queensland Trust for Nature for the Little Liverpool 
Range Initiative.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
A. That Council extends the partnership with the Turner Family Foundation and 

Queensland Trust for Nature in the Little Liverpool Range Initiative for an additional 
12 months. 

 
B. That Council contributes a further $14,800 in the 2021-2022 budget towards co-

funding the continued employment of the Little Liverpool Range Initiative Project 
Officer. 

 

 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
 

MATTERS ARISING 
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 2021(02) 

 
11 MARCH 2021 

 
MINUTES 

COUNCILLORS’ ATTENDANCE: Councillor Russell Milligan (Chairperson); Mayor Teresa 
Harding, Councillors Andrew Fechner (Deputy 
Chairperson), Jacob Madsen and Kate Kunzelmann  

COUNCILLOR’S APOLOGIES: Nil  

OFFICERS’ ATTENDANCE: Chief Executive Officer (David Farmer), Acting General 
Manager Infrastructure and Environment (Sean 
Madigan), General Manager Planning and Regulatory 
Services (Peter Tabulo), General Manager Community, 
Cultural and Economic Development (Ben Pole), 
Manager Environment and Sustainability (Kaye 
Cavanagh), Natural Environment and Land Manager 
(Phil Smith), Team Leader (Strategic Catchment and 
Conservation Planning)(Tim Shields), Manager 
Procurement (Richard White), Chief Financial Officer 
(Jeff Keech), Chair – Retail Sub-Project Sub Committee 
(James Hepburn), Engagement Manager (Allison Grant), 
Manager Economic and Community Development (Cat 
Matson), Media and Communications Manager (Darrell 
Giles) and Theatre Technician (Harrison Cate)  

 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 

 
Nil 

 

 
BUSINESS OUTSTANDING 

 
Nil 

 

 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

1. REPORT - ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE NO. 2021(01) OF 
11 FEBRUARY 2021 

 This is the report of the Environment and Sustainability Committee No. 2021(01) 
of 11 February 2021. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Councillor Kate Kunzelmann: 

That the report of the Environment and Sustainability Committee held on 
11 February 2021 be received and noted. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 

 

2. PROPOSAL FOR RESILIENT RIVERS BREMER RIVER CATCHMENT OFFICER HOSTED 
AS A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN SCENIC RIM AND IPSWICH CITY COUNCIL 

This is a report concerning a formal partnership with Scenic Rim Regional Council 
and the South East Queensland Council of Mayors CoMSEQ through the Resilient 
Rivers Initiative (RRI), to financially support the establishment of a Bremer River 
Catchment Management Officer role.  

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Councillor Jacob Madsen: 

A. That Council provide financial support of $30,000 for the establishment of the 
Bremer River Catchment Management Officer role in partnership with Scenic 
Rim Regional Council.  

B. That Council enter into a partnership agreement with Scenic Rim Regional 
Council and South East Queensland Council of Mayors (CoMSEQ), outlining the 
terms and desired outcomes of the funding arrangement.   

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
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Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 

3. ASSESSMENT OF 12-26 EUGENE STREET, BELLBIRD PARK FOR ENVIROPLAN 
ACQUISITION 

This is a report concerning a desktop assessment of 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird 
Park (Lots 901 & 902 RP909175) for consideration of acquisition under the 
Ipswich Enviroplan Program & Levy Policy and Ipswich Enviroplan Program & Levy 
Procedure.   

Recognising the intent of the Enviroplan Program and Levy, Council takes a 
strategic, priority based and financially prudent approach when it comes to 
considering land for acquisition as part of this program. 

It is acknowledged that 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park contains a number of 
natural and ecological values, and has a value to the local community.  However, 
it is recommended that purchasing 12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park through 
the Ipswich Enviroplan Levy does not represent a strategically sound investment 
and as such, Council should not pursue further assessment to secure the property 
through this mechanism. 

 
“The attachment/s to this report are confidential in accordance with section 275(1)(f), (e), 
(g) of the Local Government Regulation 2012.” 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Councillor Kate Kunzelmann: 

 
That Council not pursue the acquisition of the property identified as 
12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park through the Enviroplan Levy based upon 
findings of an initial desktop assessment and an independent kerbside evaluation 
of the land; instead the protection or acquisition of land adjacent to Woogaroo 
Creek will be considered under the planning process as part of any future 
development proposal. 

 
VARIATION TO MOTION 
 
Mayor Teresa Harding proposed a variation to the motion: 
 
That Recommendation B be included as follows: 
 
B.  That a spreadsheet be provided to all Councillors outlining the Enviroplan Budget. 
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The mover and seconder of the original motion agreed to the proposed variation. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Councillor Kate Kunzelmann: 

A.  That Council not pursue the acquisition of the property identified as 
12-26 Eugene Street, Bellbird Park through the Enviroplan Levy based upon 
findings of an initial desktop assessment and an independent kerbside 
evaluation of the land; instead the protection or acquisition of land adjacent to 
Woogaroo Creek will be considered under the planning process as part of any 
future development proposal. 

 
B. That a spreadsheet be provided to all Councillors outlining the Enviroplan 

Budget. 
 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

Attachments 

1. Enviroplan Acquisition Request - Bellbird Park Preservation Group   

2. Initial Assessment of 12-26 Eugene Street Bellbird Park    

 

4. CHERISH THE ENVIRONMENT FOUNDATION 

This is a report concerning Council’s future involvement and membership of 
Cherish the Environment Foundation Limited. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Councillor Andrew Fechner: 
Seconded by Councillor Kate Kunzelmann: 

A. That Council develop an exit strategy from Cherish the Environment Foundation 
Limited, and that the exit strategy be developed in partnership with the Cherish 
the Environment Foundation Directors. 
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B. That Council source the required legal and governance advice to develop the 
exit strategy and to provide guidance to Council and Cherish the Environment 
Foundation through the transition phase. 

 

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE 
Councillors: Councillors: 
Milligan Nil 
Fechner 
Harding 
Madsen 
Kunzelmann 
 
The motion was put and carried. 
 

 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
Nil 

 

 
MATTERS ARISING 

 
Nil 

 

 

PROCEDURAL MOTIONS AND FORMAL MATTERS 

The meeting commenced at 12.52 pm. 

The meeting closed at 1.17 pm. 
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Doc ID No: A6823239 

  

ITEM: 2 

SUBJECT: LITTLE LIVERPOOL RANGE INITIATIVE UPDATE 

AUTHOR: PROGRAM OFFICER (NATURAL ENVIRONMENT) 

DATE: 26 FEBRUARY 2021 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report is regarding Council’s continued support and partnership with the Turner Family 
Foundation and Queensland Trust for Nature for the Little Liverpool Range Initiative.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
A. That Council extends the partnership with the Turner Family Foundation and 

Queensland Trust for Nature in the Little Liverpool Range Initiative for an 
additional 12 months. 

 
B. That Council contributes a further $14,800 in the 2021-2022 budget towards co-

funding the continued employment of the Little Liverpool Range Initiative Project 
Officer. 

RELATED PARTIES 

There was no declaration of conflicts of interest 

ADVANCE IPSWICH THEME 

Caring for the environment 

PURPOSE OF REPORT/BACKGROUND 
 

The Little Liverpool Range is located on the western boundary of the Ipswich local 
government area, adjoining Lockyer Valley, Somerset and Scenic Rim local government 
areas.  It is a vegetated biodiversity corridor linking with the Main Range National Park and 
the Great Eastern Ranges. 

 
The Little Liverpool Range contains several regional ecosystems providing important habitat 
for significant species including the Glossy-Black Cockatoo, Powerful Owl, Brush Tailed Rock 
Wallaby, Little Pied Bat, and Slender Milk Vine.  It includes core conservation areas including 
the Mt Grandchester Conservation Estate, Hidden Vale Nature Refuge and Mt Beau 
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Brummell Conservation Park.  The Little Liverpool Range has also been identified in the 
Ipswich Nature Conservation Strategy 2015 as a Priority Conservation Area. 
 
In 2016, the Little Liverpool Range Initiative (LLRI) was established by Council in partnership 
with Queensland Trust for Nature (QTFN), the Turner Family Foundation (at the time known 
as the Gainsdale Group), Healthy Land and Water, and University of Queensland to ensure 
the long term management and conservation of the Little Liverpool Range by working with 
the community and organisations across the region. 
 
LLRI aims to establish a long-term commitment to the preservation and expansion of locally 
significant native vegetation in support of biodiversity for future generations. LLRI aims to 
build on the existing vegetation and wildlife corridor using a coordinated cross-boundary 
approach. This collaboration harnesses the expertise of involved stakeholders, each playing a 
pivotal role in the decision-making processes. The LLRI aims to work in a way that supports 
and/or delivers ecological and community resilience to climatic and environmental 
challenges.  

In a report dated 18 June 2018 (Attachment 1), the following resolution was made: 
 
A. That Council partner with the Gainsdale Group and Queensland Trust for Nature, by 

contributing $10,000 a year for two (2) years, to help fund a part-time Project Officer 
to deliver the Little Liverpool Range Initiative, and that the divisional Councillor and 
Chairperson of the Conservation and Environment Committee be consulted on the 
progress.  

 
B. That the governance structure for the Little Liverpool Range Initiative be submitted 

to a future Conservation and Environment Committee for information. 

A follow-up report dated 13 August 2018 (Attachment 2) was presented to Council, which 
contained an update regarding the proposed governance structure for the two (2) year 
period.  

Subsequently, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was developed in collaboration with 
the three (3) funding partners.  The purpose of this MoU was to set out the respective roles 
and responsibilities of the Parties in respect to the LLRI.  Gainsdale Group (as referenced in 
the reported dated 18 June 2018) now operate under the name Turner Family Foundation 
(TFF), and this name change was reflected in the MoU. Additionally, contributions from both 
Council and the Turner Family Foundation were increased from $10,000 as agreed upon in 
the report dated 18 June 2018 to $14,800, as some staff expenses such as leave loading and 
superannuation weren’t accounted for in the initial estimates. The MoU reflected these 
increased figures. This MoU was executed on the 6 March 2019. 
 
Council has since engaged a Project Officer to deliver the LLRI, who commenced in the role 
on the 26th of June 2019. The current contract of the Project Officer ceases on the 26th June 
2021. 
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Successes of the Initiative to Date  
In the 20 months since the Program Officer’s commencement in the role, there have been 
several achievements with the LLRI, with the inclusion of a strategic plan (Attachment 3). 

The Project Officer has amongst other things provided exceptional value and support to 
Council in the delivery of educational workshops, site visits and extension support services to 
landholders in the Landholder Conservation Partnership Program (LCPP).  This has allowed 
the Program Officers of the LCPP to continue to up-skill and engage with their landholder 
partners in a time-effective and efficient manner. Furthermore, the LLRI Project Officer has 
collaborated extensively with Council’s Planning Officer (Biodiversity) with a few successful 
grant applications, planning, mapping, networking and project management. The LLRI 
Project Officer serves as a really efficient and cost-effective mechanism to achieve Council’s 
strategic objectives.  

 
The position has generated $28,500 in grant revenue on top of the partner contributions for 

on-ground projects.  

Plan for an additional 12 months 
The LLRI Project Officer’s contract ceases on the 26th June 2021. If the recommendations of 
this report are approved, the proposed plan for a subsequent 12 months is to continue to 
deliver the Initiative in accordance with the strategic plan. The LLRI Project Officer will 
continue to be hosted by Council for this 12 month period at 0.4FTE. Council will take 
responsibility for the day-to-day management of the LLRI Project Officer and the delivery of 
the agreed works program. TFF and QTFN will provide their funding at the beginning of the 
2021/2022 financial year to co-fund the Project Officer position. 
 
In the 2021-2022 Financial Year, the Project Officer will: 

 deliver a series of workshops; 

 drive the expansion of initiative through supporting the registration of properties 
into Land for Wildlife and Voluntary Conservation Agreements; 

 continue the delivery of ecological monitoring on private property; 

 maintain social media platforms; 

 maintain relationships with internal and external stakeholders; and  

 deliver working group meetings on a quarterly basis 
 
In addition to these tasks, the Project Officer will use the 12 months to determine long-term 
governance arrangements, with a vision of setting up the Initiative as its own legal entity.  

LEGAL/POLICY BASIS 
 
This report and its recommendations are consistent with the following legislative provisions: 
Local Government Act 2009 
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

The key risk associated with not approving the recommendation includes a loss of 
momentum and potential cessation of the LLRI, due to Council’s role as a key stakeholder in 
the Initiative.  

Without the delivery of LLRI, objectives in Council’s Nature Conservation Strategy will not be 
met.  Subsequently, there is reputational risk for the LLRI and its partners and future 
conservation works if the trust built with landholders is damaged due to limited support or 
leaving the partnership. 
 
There are minimal risks associated with the recommendations in this report. Council’s legal 
services team have been assisting with the development of a new MoU.  

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
Financial contributions are within the allocated budget, subject to budget approvals for 
2021/2022 financial year. 
 
Funding arrangements 

 Ipswich City Council will contribute $14,800 in the 2021-2022 Financial Year 

 In-principal support from QTFN for an amount of $5,000 in the 2021-2022 Financial 

Year 

 Confirmed contribution from TFF for an amount of $14,800 in the 2021-2022 

Financial Year 

 The position has generated $28,500 in grant funding in the 2020-2021 Financial Year 

COMMUNITY AND OTHER CONSULTATION 

Discussion regarding the governance arrangements for the LLRI were undertaken at the 
February 2021 LLRI working group meeting with the three funding organisations.  Minutes 
from the meeting were distributed widely to all stakeholders within the LLRI, which outlined 
the discussion points regarding the governance of LLRI.  Ongoing communication between 
the three (3) funding partners, and the LLRI Project Officer has occurred since the February 
meeting regarding the governance and hosting arrangements. Broader community 
engagement has not been sought as the short-term hosting arrangements for the LLRI 
Project Officer should not impact the operational delivery of the project. 

CONCLUSION 

To continue to deliver on Council’s Nature Conservation Strategy and the collaboration 
within the community, other Local Government areas and natural resource management 
groups, it is important for the LLRI to continue with the extended support for the partnering 
arrangement between TFF, QTFN and Council for an additional 12 months.  
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ATTACHMENTS AND CONFIDENTIAL BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

1. Little Liverpool Range Initiative Project Officer Funding CE June 2018 ⇩  
2. Little Liverpool Range Initiative Governance Structure for Project Officer CE 

August 2018 ⇩  
3. Little Liverpool Range Initiative Strategic Plan ⇩  

  
Dani Andlemac 
PROGRAM OFFICER (NATURAL ENVIRONMENT) 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Stephani Macarthur 
TEAM LEADER (ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY EDUCATION AND AWARENESS) 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Phil A. Smith 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LAND MANAGER 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Kaye Cavanagh 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

I concur with the recommendations contained in this report. 

Sean Madigan 
ACTING GENERAL MANAGER - INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
  

“Together, we proudly enhance the quality of life for our community” 

ESC_20210415_AGN_2846_AT_files/ESC_20210415_AGN_2846_AT_Attachment_11746_1.PDF
ESC_20210415_AGN_2846_AT_files/ESC_20210415_AGN_2846_AT_Attachment_11746_2.PDF
ESC_20210415_AGN_2846_AT_files/ESC_20210415_AGN_2846_AT_Attachment_11746_3.PDF
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